





THE 


WESTERN JOURNAL 


OF 


MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 


JUNE, 1840 


ART. ].—An account of the E pide mu« Fevers oO} Natchez 
Mississippi, in the years 1837-89. By Samugn Hoea, 
M. D. 


Nor only the medical profession, but the public in gen- 
eral, have a claim on the physicians of Natchez for at least a 
passing notice of the malignant epidemics which have scourgea 
this devoted city during the years 1837-’S—’9. 

No one of the faculty having undertaken the task, I deem 
it my duty, however feeble my efforts may prove, to give t 
the public such information on this interesting subject as my 
limited means will enable me, hoping that my brethren will 
take the remarks for what they may be worth and will with- 


hold their criticism. 
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In advance of the observations proposed to be made on the 
two epidemics, it may be proper to give a topographical de 
scription of the city of Natchez, the character of the seasons, 
and a general view of the diseases immediately preceding 
and subsequent to them, together with a general account of 
their treatment. ’ 

Many of the facts upon which these observations are foun 
ded have come within the knowledge of the writer, the others 
have been communicated by medical men of the first respec- 
tability and may be relied upon. 

Natchez is situated on a commanding bluff, which form 
the east bank of the Mississippi river, in latitude thirty-one 
degrees thirty-four minutes, and longitude ninety-one degrees 
tw enty-four minutes, west from Green wich, and fourteen de- 


grees twenty-tl seconds west of Washington city. It is 
laid off in regular squares, intersected by streets of moderat 
width and drained by sewers. The site of the city was ori 


ginally undulating, with a delightful landscape extending bacl 


south and east—the country around for many miles is muc! 





cullies or bayous—the city is almost surroun- 


injured by large g 
ded by them. 

In 1834 the citizens commenced extensive graduations 
removing the hills and filling the bayous, of which there were 
great improvements in building also commenced, 


which not only brought in much lumber, but made almost all 





many 


the surrounding country mortar-beds or brick-yards. Th 
population increased rapidly, principally composed of the la 
boring classes, stout, athletic and unacclimated, and the num- 
ber of inhabitants in 1837 exceeded six thousand. 

What is known as “ under the hill at Natchez” extends 
trom the termination of the bluff to the margin of the river, 


a distance of from one to two hundred yards in width, and 


aA 
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rom a half to three-fourths of a mile in length up the river— 
ts fixed population is between five and six hundred. 

On the west side of the river the country is low and level, 
ntersected by bayous, lake Concordia and other smaller lakes, 
which seem to have been at some time the bed of the river. 
There are now many large cotton plantations on that side in 

high state of cultivation, and the blacks are generally heal- 
thy and seem contented. The city is supplied with good pro- 
visions, excellent cistern water, and ice in the summer. The 
itizens generally were temperate, orderly and industrious 
n their different occupations during those years. 

The weather in 1S36 was not in the extreme, either in 
temperature or in rain, the highest rise of the thermometer 
was 92° for a few days only at 3 o’clock, p. m., in July and 
August. The lowest was 24° for two or three days in No- 
vember and December—there was no snow during the year 
There were 113 days on which it rained and 63 days on 
lich there was lightning and thunder; much rain fell pre- 


viously to the month of August, and the Spring months were 


acl al ee 
Ne . +} ‘4 1) ine reTpPor ] ov) | recicter * tha rer < 
Frem the iollowing meteorological register of the year 
1S87—"S—"9 | am _ indebted to our distincuished fellow-citizen 
| accurate observer, Dr. Henry Tooley, and deem it sufh- 
> oI it in full: 
+ in “ > 
a J “% j 








sary, 
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METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER KEPT AT NATCHEZ, 1837 
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s prevailed during the winter and spring of 1536; 


t was open and where treatment was neces- 


lowed 


rally yielded to emetics of caiomel and ipecac 5 o1 


by gentle laxatives of Epsom salts and 
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or calc. magnesia, anodyne sudorifics of Dover’s pow- 
ler, or paregoric, and ipecac wine, at night, with the free use 


enila, 


of mucilaginous drink 
A few cases terminated in pneumonia, or acute bronchit 


to tne exient of making a decided impres- 


relieving pain and difficulty in breath- 


equiring depletion 


yn on the system o} 
d | ld :axatives, blisters, and, if not speedily 


l assis DY ml 
re ieved, alterative doses of calomel ana ipecac, repeated every 
01 iird or fourth hour, until the secretions of the liver 
id yus membranes impreve or a slight ptyalism com- 
ener The combination of Coxe’s hive syrup and parego- 


wv sed as an expectorant, given in elm, flaxseed or gum 


few enervated habits, the eruption did 


lope itseif, oy it receded Suadenly, with ceneral COlG- 





< Be. . lewis 1S ie neal ~ : 
ess ie suriace, i:Vvid compiexion, aiincuit re Spiration an 
; j } . +} 
yreat tessne in such cares, st 
ve a pe |S Sita - « 
th pepper or mustardin het brandy, were ad- 


tard, or irictlons With pep] 


y » = ‘ > ; ? i? ‘ } } 7 
vised, and full portions of camph. voi. alkali and calomel! were 


repeated as cir tances indicated. The compound whic’ 
] 7 . 4 1 j ] . s — 
l employed was tre iolowine : 
each 5 ers., calomel 5ts 10 ers. m 


R. camph, ana vol. 
ed, to be given every 2Zer3 hours. Asa drink, the decocti 
fy lie ra) oer : idy til } > *} Ime t 92 1; 47 
ol polyg. senepi i iady, until the excitement was d 


all mer Se 
sed, or the mypioms re relieved. 


Many who had en previously aflected with measles, | 
slight catarrinal fever. 

The treatment of bronchitis with the exception of bliste 
to the throat or neck, and mild gargles, differed but little fror 
at of pneumonia. 
the blacks o 


Influenza occurred late in the spring amongst 


few plantations, of quite a malignant character—cough. 
the head and back, a white or blue 


ore crest, in 
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tongue with red edges, and moderate thirst. In most cas 
there 


> was no chill, action of the pulse moderate, breathing « 


ficult; but in some, the excitement seemed crippled, and 
regularly diffused, extremities cold, and the stomach irritabk 


with great nausea and restlessness, and after the third or fo 
lay sub-inflammation of the whole mucous membrane wi 
arrhaea frequently closed the scene. 

In the open form of the disease, moderate depletion, ¢ 


‘ical. and ipecac. or lob. inflat. laxatives, alterative doses of 


ymel and ipecac, counter irritants to the chest and ext: 
ies, expectorants, and Dover’s powder at night, generall) 
‘ave In many cases. regardless of the endemic chara 
ieved. nh many cases, regardiess ol the endemic chara 
the disease, the patients were either suddenly prostrated 
ele large bleeding, or under frequent small bleedings, 
purges of calomel, aloes, and scammony or jalap, and pre- 
) ire hii re apa spally crunk int 9 tun! , te ic 

lature blisters, generally sunk into a typhoid state, with 
orged lungs, and rattles, and died about the sixth or ei 


A mild remittent, and intermittent fever, with gri 


iping 
oose bowels, (in those who had fever during the previous 
succeeded the influenza and yielded to the usual rem« 
From Ist of May until July, there was little « ise, 
vases of bowel complaint in children, with conse d 
ition to the head, ending in spasms. Emeties of « 
a i ers. each, followed by minute portions of t! 
alterative, with mucilage, generally cured—leeches 


‘n or head, were very useful to so 
July was more sicl:ly, and early in the month, there w 


some severe cases of fever on the flat lands with cre: 


ination to the head; general and local depletion, the 

. all . | } = ] . on | wt ] ¥ 
iouche, with brisk mercurial cathartics relieved most of t 
Coughs and bowe! complaints were common arongst c! 
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dren, and there were a few cases of chronic dysentery the se- 
uel of measles. 
On the high-land plantations there were a few cases of ma- 


} 1) 
woenant adouvie 


tertians, and more sickness in town than usual: 


iarrh@a, dysentery and whooping cough amongst the chil- 

fever amongst grown persons quite obstinate and atten- 
led with severe hiccough. Bleeding and mucilaginous drinks 
relieved the head, the hiccough and the heavy exhalation from 


the skin and bowels, calomel restored the healthy secretions, 
ind as soon as there was a sufficient remission, quinine in 
from 2 to 5 gr. doses, every second hour completed the cure. 

The diseases in August did not vary either in form or vio- 
lence from those of July. 

In September, disease increased considerably, in the forn 
of remittent fever, dysentery and frequent cases of malignant 
double tertian, the severe paroxysm commencing at 10 o’clock, 
4. M., and the light one at 4 p. m., on the following day. Some 
died in the first cold stage sinking immediately into fatal col- 
lapse, and but few survived the third chill, unless it had been 
preceded by very prompt and active treatment. In most 
cases, the stomach and bowels took on choleric action ; some 
after one or two convulsions, sunk into profound coma, and in 
every case when there was any show of reaction, it was fee- 
ble, irregular, and terminated in‘an icy coldness of the sur- 
face, the tongue moist, very pale and clean, or covered with 
a blue moist fur, and the thirst moderate. 

This form of disease I fear has been too often mistaken (in 
some parts of this State) for Dr. Armstrong’s congestive typhus 
and treated accordingly. They are antipodes, so far as re- 
spects the pathological condition of the organs, but I shall de- 
cline saying any more on the subject it being rather irrele- 
vant. 


In the above form of disease, where the patient was seen 
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n the first paroxysm of torpor, if there was some effort t< 
react the remedies which were used with most success, were 
emetics of calomel and ipecac, followed by large alterative 
doses of the same, at intervals of one, two or three hours. 
until secretion was procured from the bowels, with frictions 
perseveringly applied to the extremities, and warm drinks 
until reaction was established. Whenever the action began 
to decline, full doses of quinine every second or third hour, 
alternated with ten grain doses of calomei, with sinapisms of 
mustard to the extremities, prevented a return of the chil 
and torpor. The medicines were then continued in smaller 
quantities, and at longer intervals, until the secretions became 
natural and the patient convalescent. The following is m) 
mode of administering the quinine: 
> 


R 


7 


sulph. quin. grs. x. 
Pip. nig. ol. grs. i. M. ft. pil. 

One to be taken every hour, or once in two hours 

When the patient was not seen before the second chill, th 
extremities were icy cold, stomach very irritable, contents of 
the bowels liquid; a warm mustard, pepper or salt bath o1 
mustard sinapisms to the stomach and extremities, blisters 
quinine as above prescribed alternated with calomel twenty 
grains, sulph. morph. 1-6 grain, together with warm stimu- 
lating drinks, seemed to snatch the patient from the jaws ot 
death, and relieved him, contrary to the expectations o 
friends or physician. Injections of strong salt-water wer 
used to empty the bowels when necessary. 

Many auxiliaries were tried but seemed of no eflect 
slight ptyalism sometimes supervened but rather expedited 
than retarded the cure; convalescence was speedy and perma- 
nent. 

To many readers it may seem, that too much has been 


said on this part of the subject, but it is one of the first im- 
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portance to the southern practitioner, and although some may 
say that less calomel and quinine would have relieved the pa- 
tient, I found from ample experience, that there was no time 
to be lost, neither should there be any scruples about doses. 

The blacks suffered more than the whites, probably from 
two causes, viz: the want of timely aid, and the more ener- 
vated state of the system. 

There was more disease amongst the acclimated than there 
had been since 1831. 

After severe frost, on the 20th, 21st and 22d of October, 
disease was more of the remittent character and bore the lan- 
cet and antimonials with good effect. 

There were a few cases of complicated rheumatic states ot 
fever in the course of the month. 

But little disease prevailed in November, until the 15th, 
when the influenza commenced; at first very mild, but it 
gradually increased in violence, assuming the type of pneu- 


monia, with severe pain in the chest, hard cough; in the 


worst cases the expectoration was white, thin and frothy, in 
the more mild it was of an olive cast, sometimes much mixed 
with blood; there was also oppressed breathing, either very 
torpid or loose bowels, high arterial excitement, white or yel- 
low furred tongue and some thirst. Amongst the white popu- 
lation it required the same treatment as in the previous 
spring—amongst the blacks it seemed to produce sudden pros- 
tration, assuming all the phenomena of typhoid pneumonia, 
and requiring the treatment heretofore mentioned. 

There were during the winter and spring, many anomalous 
symptoms, such as pain and suppuration of the ears, and of 
the frontal sinus, tooth ache, inflammation and suppuration of 
the cellular membrane, together with diarrhoea, and dysente- 
ry, all, it is very likely, dependent upon the peculiar epidemic 


constitution of the atmosphere. 
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In February there were a few cases of tonsilitis, some scar- 
latina, also small-pox of the distinct kind—a few of the cases 
were pronounced varioloid, but there seemed to be no marked 
distinction in them, or in the treatment required—only two 
or three died. 

During the spring, anasarca prevailed amongst the unaccli- 
mated blacks—it generally yielded to one moderate bleed- 
ing, cathartics of jalap, or gamboge, and cream of tartar, 
alterative pills of calomel and squill, and the tincture of muri- 
ate of iron. 

From April to August, the city and country were more 
exempt from disease than they had been for many previous 


vears. 
THE DISEASE oF 1837. 


This has, by common consent, been called “yellow fever,” 
but it frequently ran its course, either terminating in death or 


the skin 


c 


recovery, Without the appearance of yellowness of 
or eyes, which was not therefore a distinctive character of the 
disease. 

It has been called “black vomit,” but many cases proved 
fatal unaccompanied by that symptom, neither was that fluid 
found in the stomach on dissection. 

It was not as some have supposed, a high or malignant grade 
of bilious fever—the whole surrounding country being more 
exempt from that disease than usual, (particularly in 1839,) 
there being almost an entire absence of moisture, one of the 
principal agents in the generation of miasma—also in most 
eases of recovery, the first satisfactory evidence of amend- 
ment was the plentiful secretion of a dark acrid bile, which in 


1 its passage 


many instances excoriated the rectum i 
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It was not any of the modifications of typhus, and there was 
no evidence on dissection of any affection of the mesenteric 
or other glands. 

In no case of dissection did Dr. Pollard find any degenera- 
tion of the glandular system. 

Dr. Pollard saw four cases in the hospital of evident con- 
vestion, two on the first day which carried off the patients in 
five or six hours, the other two died later but proved of the 
same nature, without hiccough, black vomit or any signs of in- 
flammation. He saw others in whom there was complete 
prostration of allthe powers of life, without his being able to 
trace the disease to any important organ, the patient dying in 
a few hours. 

it was not essential gastro enteritis, there being many ca- 
ses of death without any appreciable symptom from which 
inflammation could be suspected, neither did dissection shew 
anything to justify such conclusion. 

If it were neither of the foregoing diseases, the question 
necessarily arises—what was it? I must briefly answer that 
t was an assemblage of symptoms or rational signs, indica- 


ting the modified condition of such or 


gans, as previous pre- 
disposing causes might have made obnoxious to the morbid 
influence of a specific cause, not cognizable by our senses, a 
poison sui generis, infecting acertain portion of atmosphere. 
A disease produced by such a cause, must be sui generis, 
proving fatal in many cases without the intervention of active 
inflammation, or the patient becoming gradually convalescent 
without any of the critical phenomena that could enable the 
most acute observer to form a correct prognosis as to the result. 

The disease, after a few hours of listlessness and indisposi- 
tion to exercise, commenced with a well marked chill, suc- 


‘eeded by free open reaction, frequent, full, resisting pulse, 








~ 
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pain in the head, back and limbs, red eyes, restlessness, watch- 
ing and frequently delirium, terminating in profound coma be- 
fore death, considerable thirst, moist, clean, or slightly furred 
tongue—irritable stomach, with soreness about the pyloric 
orifice on pressure, and in a few hours great nausea and vomit- 
ing. The bowels were generally slow, discharges of a light 
grey or of 2 blue muddy cast; the skin was commonly hot 
and dry, and when yellowness attended, it generally began 
about the second or third day, and in fatal cases, gradually in- 
ereased until death—in the cases of recovery it subsided as 
the secretions improved. In nearly every fatal case it became 
yellow after death. The eyes were seldom yellow. 

When black vomit was present, it usually began from 
twenty-four to forty-eight hours before death, and was in most 
‘vases accompanied by hiccough—the mucus which had been 
previously thrown up clear and mixed with small white floccu- 
li, began to show small black specks mixed with it, rapidly 
increasing until it assumed its specific character, and was in 
most cases belched up without any effort of the patient. In 
some of the hospital cases the same kind of matter was dis- 
charged per anum. Hiccough was frequently distressing 
when there was no black vomit. 

Hemorrhage was not frequent, but when it occurred from 
he nose, it was generally favorable—when from the mouth 
or bowels it was in most cases fatal—the urine was scanty 
ind high colored, and sometimes very dark, resembling black 
vomit. Changes from dry tocold damp weather were very 
unfavorable, most of the severe cases proving fatal, and most 
of the convalescent relapsed unless they were very prudent. 
There was a suspension of new cases for a few days, late in 
October, which induced numbers to return to the city who had 


left it, and put those off their guard who had remained. Very 
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goon, however, the disease recommenced, and there were a 
number of deaths. 

Males were more frequently attacked, and the disease was 
more unmanageable in them, than in females or children. The 
black population suffered least. 

The young, stout, robust, and intemperate were most obnox- 
ious. The acclimated were generally exempt, but there were 
a few cases amongst those who had had the disease in other 
places, and none of them proved fatal. 

The first death in a well marked case, was on the 7th of 
September, nearly in the centre of the city, where the disease 
first appeared—there were but few cases under the Hill— 
the last death was on the 4th of December, and the whole num- 
ber of deaths was 257. 

The population of the city at the commencement, exceeded 
6000, and but few left it during the prevalence of the disease. 

Something may be expected on the subject of prognosis, but 
such was the peculiarity of the disease, and so insidious were 
the approaches of death, that the most experienced observer 
would be deceived; in fact, there were none of those critical 
circumstances attending most other diseases, and the remis- 
sions were very short and obscure. For several days, the or- 
gans seemed to resist and throw off its influence in proportion 
to their recuperative powers, the stomach and skin being gen- 
erally the last to resume their normal functions. After a 
change of weather and two or three frosts the disease subsi- 
ded. 

In the commencement of this as of most other malignant en- 
demics, many died of the number severely attacked, although 
few of the Faculty acknowledged the loss of patients. The 
treatment of former seasons did not succeed—antimonials as 


2 
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met 
many 


In 
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ics, or to answer other indications, not only failed, but in 


instances seemed to do evident injury. 


the forming or early stage of the disease, after prompt 


lepletion, in which the blood was florid, sometimes the 


] 


ie 
emetic of calomel and ipecac, followed by castor oil, 


. s ry “ 
yr senna tea seemed to check its progress, soitening the 


uUise 
Ol 
, 
( 
erauly 


Ya ‘ 

oO | Oo 
. 

av al 

yr seni 
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u 


ther plan. Both general and local bleeding was freely 


relieving the head and promoting the secre- 


, and if judiciously assisted by local depletion from th 


spine or r¢ n of the stomach. by counter irritant and al- 


oe , 
e portions of calomel or blue mass and ipecac or James 


r, with drinks ot cold mucilage, ice water or liemonada 


ance for the patient’s recovery seemed better than from 


n the hospital by Dr. Pollard with decidedly cood eflect. 


te “ 
1y auxiliaries were used as palliatives, to allay the ir- 


n of the stomach, an to promote the specific secretions 


. : = , +48 
skin, kidneys, &c., but the ice, mucilage, milk and lime 


soda and charcoal, were the only ones which seemed 


ve useful. In the he spital the oil of amber seemed to 
’ oe 4  r- | — blac] 
vood eflect, particularly in the only case of black vom- 
ch recovery took place. Seidlitz powders, c: stor oll, 
itea. were useful laxatives a ‘ter the secretions improv- 
] } + ® . 
ess ih patients was much prostrated. Injections ol 


water, gruei or sait water were used in that event. 


il the 1 Hon respite, or remission of the disease 

j\ oO red on the third or fourth day, quinine 

t } |} > ma end camphor . il f 

i Wi f ( ] 9 ue Mass, alia Cam pin r, Or Ol ol 

a _— as tried by some. and 

other stimulants, was tried Dy some, and 

very beneficial, whereas in the opinion of others, it 

t only unprofitable, but evidently injurious, the dis- 
2 : ] ] 1 P 

bare With increa ed vioience, black vomit com- 

‘ ’ , . . 
ind soo ing the scene. Dr. Pollard informs me 
‘. 
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that most of the patients taken to the hospital in the early 
stage of the disease, who had been previously treated with 
calomel and quinine without free depletion had raving deliri_ 
um, red eyes, hot skin and great thirst, and, if in the advanc- 
ed stage, they had low muttering delirium, dry browr 
sharp pointed tongue, which they protruded with difficulty. 
The head was very hot and there was acute pain in the stom- 
ach, but seldom any black vomit. When there was free de- 
pletion, and calomel was combined with the quinine, it was 
not so injurious, but he thinks did no good. 

The “post hoc, ergo propter hoc” experience in the profession 
has no doubt in this, as in many other diseases, done much mis- 
chief, for every candid practitioner must acknowledge that he 
has frequently seen cases of recovery where the recuperative 
powers of the system have resisted the most preposterous pre- 
scriptions, and his after and more correct experience, has made 
him blush for his previous ignorance. 

After the subsidence of the epidemic, the city and country 
were very healthy, and such disease as prevailed, did not as 
usual seem to wear its livery in the slightest degree. From 
December, 1836, up to August, 1837, there was a period of se- 
vere trial with the facuity, almost amounting to starvation. 
The alarm was then again sounded, and the second epidemic 


commenced. 


EPIDEMIC oF 1839. 


The first case of this disease was taken to the Hospital from 
“under the Hill,” but it soon became general; the first death 
was on the 27th of August,and the last on the 20th of Novem- 
ber, and the whole number reported by the sexton, was 235, a 


few died who were taken to the country, and in two instances 








a 


416 Hogg on the Fevers of Natchez. 


others of the family where they were, had the disease who 
had not, from their statement, been within the circle where it 
prevailed. The population of the city at the commencement, 
did not exceed five thousand—many left the city immediately, 
and by the first of October, the number was not greater than 
1500. 

The acclimated and the blacks suffered more than in 1837 
—many were attacked who had previously had the disease, a 
few of whom had it severely, but there were not many of them 
who died. 

The attack was more insidious than in 1837 ; many seemed 
quite exhilarated and boasted of their good health, but a few 
hours before they were attacked; but in most cases, there was 
great depression of spirits, indiflerence to surrounding objects 
and a horror which seemed gradually to increase, until there 
was a slight coldness of the hands and feet, and a sensation 
of chilliness down the spine—this condition was indefinite, 
lasting from a few minutes to several hours, before the suc- 
ceeding phenomena were developed. 

In the mild cases, the excitement was free and well diffus- 
ed, pulse varying from eighty-five to one hundred in a min- 


ute, full, firm and resisting—the skin hot and dry and seldom 





yellow—pain in the head, back and limbs moderate—some 
restlessness and watching, but rarely delirium—the tongue 
was moist and clean, or covered with a thin white fur--con- 


siderable thirst; after a few hours the stomach became irrita- 


ble and sore to the touch, succeeded by frequent vomiting of 


a fluid differing but little in character from that of 1837—the 
bowels very slow, the urine scanty and high colored. 

In such of those cases as proved fatal, the soreness of the 
abdomen, vomiting, obstinacy of the bowels, and thirst in- 


creased, the secretion of urine was entirely suspended and 
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death closed the scene, frequently without the appearance of 
black vomit. 

Hiccough was common, and in some cases there seemed te 
be a morbid secretion of gas by the stomach more distressing 
than the vomiting. 

In the more violent form of the disease there was no ap- 
preciable chill-—-the skin was moderately warm or cool, and 
of rather a leaden hue, the excitement was irregular and crip- 
pled, pulse varied from one hundred to one hundred and 
thirty, with throbbing of the carotids, shrunk features, cold 
or cool extremities, little or no pain, great oppression of the 
stomach with soreness to the touch in some cases, the tongue 
was moist, pale, expanded, with a pale blue fur and red edges, 
thirst and distressing vomiting, the bowels even obstinately 
costive, and when evacuations were procured, they were of a 
dark or blue muddy cast, or liquid and almost colourless. The 
urine was scanty, thick and dark, resembling black vomit, or 
it was totally suspended. 

In some of those cases black vomit came on very early, and 
death occurred frequently within the first three days—many 
seemed to die without the signs of inflammation being pre- 


sent, and evidently from the exhaustion of the nervous influ- 


ence. In the last named cases there was frequently no black 
vomit. The skin became invariably yellow after death. 
Hemorrhage occasionally came on, and when from the nose 


it was favorable, | 


ut when from the mouth, bowels or kidneys 
it was always unfavorable and most frequently the precurso1 
of death. It seemed to be the effect of calomel in but one 
‘ase that came to my knowledge. In the hospital practice 
both in 1837 and 1839, where the patient was not freely bled 
in the early stage and mercury was given so as to produce 
salivation, it was generally severe and frequently brought on 
‘> + 
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mild laxatives, mucilage, counter irritants, and diaphoretics— 
} } al >, . 
some bled moderately, cupped, gave no cathartics, used injec- 
tions, counter irritants and diaphoretics, palliatives to relieve 
the stomach, and quinine—others gave strong mercurial ca- 


thartics, followed by alterative doses of calomel, camphor 


and quinine, stim ling aia} noretics, With Warm teas: many 


other plans were tried not necessary to nol 


— , , . . 
nad somewhat suDsid | reflection and 


After the 


. } 4] a ] 7 . l4 ] 4 | 4 i 
reason resumed theirem}] ire, the lacuity began totake adifferent 
view of the disease, and the most successful treatment so far 


as | saw and was able to learn from the very intelligent phy- 


as 
; 


sicians of the place, was a judicious modification of the fol- 
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sional anodyne sudorific at night. Some continued the altera- 


tive until centle ptyi 1ism Comme need, and there were but few 


cases in which it was excessive or proved injurious. 
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In the more violent or irregular congestive form of the dis- 
ease, the first and all important object was to difluse the ex- 
citement, relieve the oppressed organs, and enable the brain 
und nervous system to supply and regularly distribute a suffi- 
sient quantity of nervous influence, to excite the secreting 
organs to resume their functions, and thereby prevent the 
sudden and unaccountable deaths, or the permanent local 
congestions, which either quickly resulted in active inflamma- 
tion with its consequences, or became a focus of irritation, 
which although more protracted in its influence generally 
proved fatal. 

There were two plans adopted to fulfil the necessary indi- 
cations, each of which had its advocates amongst the most in- 
telligent of the profession, both claiming a reasonable share of 
success as the result ; but as the illustrious Sydenham has said 
** we do not always cure disease in the best way.” 

The first was (in the early or forming stage of the disease) 
to administer full and frequent doses of quinine combined with 
blue mass or calomel, and camphor, oil of black pepper, or 
other diffusive stimuli—cupping the region of the stomach, 
sinapisms of mustard to the extremities, frictions and exter- 
nal warmth, continued until the action was diffused; after 
which if any important organ was threatened, or other cir- 
cumstances indicated, general bleeding was resorted to, to- 
gether with alteratives, laxatives and other remedies, as advis- 
‘d in the mild or open form of the disease. 

The second plan was to detract blood, in small quantity, 
and repeat it according to circumstances, in the forming 
stage. The blood was generally of a dark modena cast and 
difficult to obtain, but after reaction was developed it was 
very florid and buffy. In one or two cases it had a peculiar 
foetor very offensive to those who were present. In the hos- 


pital depletion was resorted to in frequent small quantities to 
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procure reaction with the happiest effect. To this succeeded 
the administration of calomel and ipecac, so as to make a mod- 
erate impression on the stomach; this was followed, in a few 
hours, by laxatives of calomel, magnesia and rhubarb, salts and 
senna, castor oil or Seidlitz powders ; cupping the region of the 
stomach or skin which was always useful; sinapisms to the 
extremities and warmth were likewise employed to the sur- 
face ; and when the reaction became fully established one full 
general bleeding. This allayed the gastric irritation and 
thirst, and prepared the organs to resume their functions under 
the administration of the proper secernents. Blisters were 
sometimes used, but were rarely beneficial, producing severe 
strangury, Which nothing seemed to palliate. Patients, in- 
deed, frequenky died under its influence. Magnesia in sweet- 
ened water, cal bonate of soda, ice water, or milk and lime wat- 
er, were the best palliatives in irritable stomach—charcoal was 
used, but without any marked advantage. In the hospital the 
oil of amber seemed to answer better than any other remedy. 
Relapses were more frequent than in 1837, and in most 
cases fatal. 

A very fine white vesicular or miliary eruption sometimes 
appeared about the neck and chest, and was always a fatal 
symptom. 

Very dark vitiated evacuations from the liver and mucous 
membranes of the bowels were generally the first well marked 
evidences of improvement—these were followed by such as 
were of a more healthy cast, and in some cases continued for 
several days before the gastric irritation entirely subsided. 

I am not prepared to treat of the wtiology of this fever. Its 
pathology may be inferred from the symptoms, the effects, as 
detailed, of different modes of treatment, and the autopsic ex- 


aminations of my intelligent young friend, Dr. Pollard, (resi- 
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dent physician of the Hospital,) which are annexed to this 
paper. 

All the bodies examined after death, were those in the hos- 
pital. They had generally been paupers, of loose, intemper- 
ate habits; most of them young or of middle age, whose or- 
vans no doubt, from previous habits, were predis} osed to con- 
gestion, or to active inflammation from the application of any 
exciting cause, and many of them in 1837, had not been de- 
pleted during their out-door treatment, but had taken freely of 
calomel and quinine: hence some allowance ought to be made 
for the frequent extensive structural lesions found in the or- 
gans, many of which might not have taken place under differ- 
ent circumstances. 

I shall give Dr. Pollard’s Report as handed to me by him- 
self. 

‘“Dissections were generally made four hours after death, 
by myself assisted by Dr. T. C. Lawrence, both in 1837 and 
1839. The skin became yellow, after death, when it was not 
previously so; the back and under parts of the limbs, placed 
in a horizontal position, were of a dark red and sometimes ec- 
chymosed appearance. On opening the head in those who 
had been bled, or the disease had been suflered to run an un- 
interrupted course, the dura mater was natural, the tunica 
arachnoides and substance of the brain were natural; in 
some of those cases, a tea-spoon full of serum was found in the 
lateral ventricles. The lungs were natural, filled as much 
as common with air, and with blood collected in their 
lower parts as they lay. The substance of the lungs was gen- 
erally healthy. In the abdomen, the stomach, when laid 
open, was found to nave undergone some alteration in al- 
most every case; red patches were to be found in some, as 


large as a dollar, in others smaller; they were generally about 
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the pyloric orifice, but rarely in the cardiac portion. The 
organ in most instances, contained nothing except what had 
been administered to the patient. 

The red spots were also very generally to be found in the 
duodenum. ‘The other bowels presented a healthful appear- 
ance 

The liver was paler than usual, the gall-bladder contained a 
small quantity of green bile. The spleen was also pale. The 
kidneys were generally healthy, but in three or four cases 
they contained mucus. 

| observed that in those who had not been bled or who had 


taken quinine, the brain had suffered. The arachoid was en- 


gorged, and the ventricles almost always contained an excess 
of serum. On maki ig a Sf ction into the substance of the brain, 
smail points of blood appeared in numbers. The red spots on 


the mucous membrane of the stomach and duodenum were 


large and numerous. In those who died of black vomit, some- 


times the same was found in the stomach and bowels, but the 
mucous membrane was entire, only showing the marks of in- 
flammation. ‘These observations were made in 1837. 


The cases that I examined in 15839, presented pretty much 


the same features in the stomach and liver, only in a more ag- 
sravated form. The brain this year was seldom altered from 
ts natural character. In some two or three, serum was con- 


tained in the lateral ventricles. The lungs in many were fill- 


ed with blood, and the auricles of the heart, particularly en- 


sorged. The pericardium contained more liquid than is natu- 
ral. The stomach and duodenum were highly inflamed (ex- 
cept in the cases to be mentioned,) the mucous membrane in 
some was sof land covered with a viscid mucus. The 
liver was pale and the ducts filled with mucus, The gall 


bladder seldom had much bile in it and in some it was filled 
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with a gelatinous mucus. The bowels, with the exception of 
the duodenum, had no traces of disease, even in those who had 
voided blood, except that the membrane was softened. 

The bowels contained sometimes blood, and sometimes mu- 
cus. The kidneys were also filled with mucus which would 
run from them when squeezed, as from a sponge filled with 
water. 

In the cases that died from want of reaction in the com- 
mencement, I could observe no very marked diseased condi- 
tion. The brain looked quite healthy, and also the viscera of 
the chest. The stomach was slightly altered about the lower 
orifice, smal] red points were seen, which were also to be per- 
ceived in the duodenum. The kidneys in these cases were 
natural. The mucous membrane of the bladder was healthy 


in all the subj Oi 


Art. II.--Cases of Fracture of the Skull presenting some sin- 
gular phe nomena. lead betore the Medical Socie ty ol Ten- 
nessee, and reported for the Western Journal. By Wu- 
w1am G. Dickinson, M. D., of Nashville, Tennessee. 


J. D. aged twenty-two years was thrown by a horse while 
at full speed, and was found lying on his side ; his head pro- 
tected by a felt hat, was about ten inches from a large post. 
It was believed that the head came in contact with the ground 
and post at the same time, but no external sign indicated that 
his head had Leen injured; no puffiness, or the least abrasion 
of the harry scalp could be detected by the most careful ex- 
amination. 

He was insensible, breathing slowly, but not laboriously: 
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in this respect there was no change while he lived. On the 
second, third, fourth and fifth days he swallowed whatever 
was put in his mouth, his urine and faces were passed invol- 
untarily, and he died on the tenth day after receiving the in- 


jury. 
EXAMINATION TWENTY HOURS AFTER DEATH. 


The whole of the hairy scalp was removed, the pericranum 
adhered to the bone throughout, except where it had been 
separated by the surgeon. 

On raising the skull about two ounces of semi-transparent 
fluid escaped. The longitudinal and lateral sinuses were filled 
with dark coagulated blood. The veins of the cerebrum were 
but partially filled even at their base, while those of the cere- 
bellum were distended almost to bursting, and the whole mass 
of the cerebeilum was enveloped in three or four ounces of 
semi-purulent fluid slightly tinged with blood. 

On raising the dura mater from the base of the skull a frac- 
ture was found extending entirely across its base through the 
petrous portion of the temporal bone, and reaching about one 
inch above the external ear on each side. On the anterior 
part of the petrous portion of the temporal bone of the right 
side was an isolated portion of the bone, but connected with 
the line of the fracture on one side, about half an inch in 
width and three-fourths of an inch in length, which was forced 
from within outward upon the internal ear, as if by a blow of 
some small instrument impinged on the internal surface of the 
bone. On the left portion of the pars petrosa was a similar 
isolated piece also connected with the line of fracture, of about 
the same width as the former and more than one inch in 
length, its longest diameter corresponding with the lateral 
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ui 


licular and nearly straight, constituting as it were the base of 


the fractured piece. The dura mater over this fractured por- 


tion was sound and there was nothing in its appearance to 


eet 


ndicate the injury ‘which the bony structure had sustained 


beneath. 


passed over the symptoms and treatment ; 
t is sufficient to say that the cases though widely distant, 
were treated by professional men, eminent for their practical 
nd scientific acquirements. As the symptoms gave no indi- 
ations of the iniurv which was found to exist after deat! f 
lions of the injury which Was found to exl t aiter death, Oo 


al 1 ate 4 ma + . Dp ’ 4 
the treatment had no reference to it. Doctor R. C.K. 


Martin was attending surgeon, and by him the examination 
was made, in the presence of Dr. Felix Robertson, President 
if the Medical Society of Tennessee, and myself. Both bear 
testimony to the correctness and fidelity with which the facts 


I wish simply to call the attention of the profession to the 
fact, that the arch of the cranium may give way at any point 
between the point of injury and the point of resistance, always 
e side opposite to the point of injury, to be the 


point of resistance, and that whenever it does so give way, 


from the very nature of its form, the parts isolated must of 


sity be forced from within outward; and that it is always 


liable to this kind of injury when the ; face is large on 


if the imping- 


which the blow is received, and particularly so if the imping 
ine force is in a degree less than that which would break 
through the arch at the point where the injury is received. 
It is also probable that the bones of an old person or a very 
young one would not suffer in this way; the former would be 
and the latter too soft; and both would give way 


at the point of injury or not at all. It may be that the shock 


which the substance of the brain must sustain in receiving an 








428 Cartwright on the Health-Preserving Properties 


injury of this character may always be fatal, as it was in the 
cases narrated. Still my object will be attained by calling the 
attention of the Society to the fact that the skull is lable to 
this kind of injury. 

Nashville, May, 1840. 





Arr. III.—Proofs of the health-preserving properties of th 
Jussieua Grandiflora or Floating Plant. By Samueru A. 
Cartwricut, M. D. of Natchez, Miss. 


To a considerable number of plants all ages have ascribed 
therapeutic properties, or such as cure disease. I propose 
to introduce to the notice of the profession a plant possessing 
hygienic properties, or such as prevent disease. 

The region of country where I found this plant growing in 
the greatest abundance is in Lower Louisiana, the most south- 
ern portion of the territory of the United States, except the 
peninsula of East Florida. It lies between the 29th and 30th 
degree north latitude, and between the 80th and 92d degree 
of west longitude. New Iberia, Donaldsonville, and New Or- 
leans are situated near the northern boundary of this region, 
and the Gulf of Mexico constitutes its southern limits. With 
due allowances for the large lakes, bays and indentations of 
the Gulf of Mexico, it contains about seven thousand square 
miles—a territory about equal in extent to the State of New 
Jersey. Not more, however, than one-third is arable land; 
the other two-thirds being subject to annual inundation from 
the Mississippi river, and composed of cypress and palmetto 
swamps, small lakes, bayous and Prairies Tremblant or sha- 


king prairies. The tillable land is exceedingly fertile and is 
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remarkably straight in their course ; or connecting the differ- 
ent lakes with one another. 

The first quarter or half quarter of a mile on the right and 
left of the bayous, in the uncultivated parts, is generally cov- 
ered witha magnificent growth of live oak, Quercus virens. 
The branches of this tree spread out horizontally to the dis- 
tance of thirty feet or more from its trunk. The balance of 
the high land, extending to the cypress swamp, is covered with 
a lofty forest rendered almost impenetrable in its natural state 
by reason of its dense undergrowth of cane. The cane is 
from ten to twenty feetin height. The culms of the cane are not 
generally more than an inch or an inch and a half in diameter. 
The culms stand so close together that a bird can with difficulty 
fly through them, and an active man can scarcely travel half 
a mile an hour in the thicket. 

The principal trees which overshadow these cane-brakes 
are remarkably large and tall. The long gray moss, the T%/- 
landsia Usneoides, several feet in length, suspends itself in 
thick clusters from their boughs. The wild grape vine, which 
is often near a foot in diameter, ascends their trunks and 
spreads itself among their branches ; and the ligneous rope, 
the liandre, often out-climbs the grape vine, and having tied 
the branches of the trees together, descends again to the 
earth, takes root, climbs another tree or twines its smooth and 
polished surface around the parent stem. Besides the live oak 
and several other species of the genus quercus, the principal 
trees of the arable, or high land, are the sweet gum, Liqui- 
dambar Styraciflua, the blue and white ash, Frazinus Qua- 
drangulata, and F. Acuminata, hack-berry, Celtis Crassi- 
folia, the Pacane tree, Juglans oltvaeformis, which bears the 
nut called pacanes, or pecons; the honey locust, Gleditschia 


Triacanthos; the cotton-wood tree, Populus Argentea, a very 
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different tree from the Populus Canadensis, also called cot- 
ton-wood tree, of more northern latitudes. The cotton-wood 
tree of the south, though a tall tree, two or three feet in diam, 
eter, differs, I believe, from all other trees, in having roots 
like the grasses—the roots being fibrous, not racemose, as 
other trees, but consisting almost entirely of long slender 
fibres, or radicles, without a caudex. The sassatras of the 
genus laurus, grows in this district of country to a large size, 
its trunk being often two or three feetin diameter. The su- 
mach belonging to the rhus genus, although a dwarf in size, is 
deserving of notice, as it isa certain indication that the land 
on which it is found growing is not subject to inundation. 
The cypress swamps in rear of the arable or high land, have 
no undergrowth of cane—but are thickly beset with cypress 
knees, rising from two to six feet in height, erroneously sup- 
posed by Michaux, to be excrescences of the root of the cy- 
press tree, the Cupressus Disticha. They differ as much, 
however, from the root of the cypress tree, as the misletoe dif- 
fers from the oak on which it is found growing. They are evi- 
dently parasites of the root, entirely different, either from the 
cypress tree or its roots, being double hollow cones closed at 
both ends, one apex descending several feet perpendicularly in- 
to the earth, and the other as many above the earth’s surface. 
They are constituted of a dense alburnum, covered with bark, 
having no branches, either above or below, and no connection 
with any other substance, except the radicles of the cypress 
root, to which they owe their origin. The swamps in which 
these singular vegetable productions grow, are principally 
shaded by cypress trees, the lords of a southern forest, which 
afford a most durable and valuable timber. The palmetto 
swamps lie almost posterior to the cypress swamps, and ex- 


tend to the margin of the prairie-tremblants. These swamps 
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do not contain any large trees, except the wiid olive, a tree 


which grows in very wet places, has an ash-colored bark, 
| 


smoother than the cypress, and bears a berry about half the 


size of the olive, and very like it. Its leaves fall off soon and 


t the principat orowth of the iow 


turn red before falling; but 
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Nearly the whole suriace oi many ol the bayous and a consid- 


erable surface of many of the lakes, in all that part of Louisi- 
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ana below 30° of latitude, are covered, in a greater or less de- 
gree, with the Jussieua Grandiflora, the plant, which possesses 
hygienic or health-preserving properties. Besides the Juss- 
jieua Grandiflora, I observed a considerable number of other 
aquatic plants, both phenogamous as well as cryptogamous. 
Among the aquatic plants were the Caillitriche aquatica or 
water star grass; the Lemna minor or Dutch meat; the Ric- 
cia natans or floating liverwort; the Nympha cerulia with 
its broad leaves; the Isnardia palustris with its grass like 
leaves; besides the Rafflesia arnoldia, the Lemnocheris Humbol- 
tii, the Hydrocotyle vulgaris, and a few others. On the bays, 
the fucus natans or gulf weed, was very common. Nearly all 
the aquatic plants, with the exception of the Jussieua grandi- 
flora, the Lemna Minor, and the Fucus Natans, had more or 
less attachments to the soil by means of their roots. The fu- 
cus natans was only found in salt water. The lemna minor 
is a very small and insignificant plant. |The Jussieua grandi- 
flora, however, is excluslvely aquatic. It is a large flowering 
plant, which grows three or four feet above the surface of the 
water, and gives the water on which it grows the fallacious ap- 
pearance of a natural meadow. The root is several feet in 
length, is jointed, about half an inch in diameter ; lies hori- 
zontally on the water, but an inch or two below its surface. 
Each joint sends up the culm or stem of the plant, and around 
each joint of the root ; atthe foot of the stem are a great num- 
ber of radicles or hair-like roots, some of which float on the 
surface of the water, and others dip down towards the bot- 
tom or fasten themselves to old logs. These radicles or little 
roots, often have adhering to them an inky kind of paste or 
substance, which they collect from the water, and no doubt 
constitutes the nourishment or proper aliment of the plant to 


which they belong. The roots, radicles and radicle leaves of 
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the Jussieua Grandiflora, form such a dense covering to the 
water, as to constitute a bridge sufficiently strong to enable 
snakes and grass-hoppers to cross over the stagnant pools in 
which it grows. I travelled forty miles in a canoe through 
bayous and lakes, which were almost entirely covered by the 
Jussieua Grandiflora and intermixed with a number of other 
aquatic plants. I was often unable to see any water at all, 
except in the track made by the canoe. Although very frail, 
and easily pushed aside or broken, this floating plant afforded 


1 


considerable resistance to the progress of the canoe. On the 


; ' 7 s 
wide lakes and bays, the winds often detach large masses of 


this and other aquatic plants, which being driven about by 
the waves, and one detachment forced upon another, consti- 


a . ) 2S r On 
tute what are termed floating Islands—which are often strong 


enough to bear the weight of a man in a recumbent posture. 
The Jussieua Grandiflora, together with the other aquatic 
. ° ad , ? 7 

ants mentioned, are not only found on the lakes, bays and 


} 
bayous, but they constitute the sub-stratum of that singular 


and non-descript species of savannah called the prarie trem- 
hhant *heca NITIP< AYA enncti 1j _ 
ant. iti prairies ar¢ constituted in tne ! 


rst instance of a 
vast assemblage of aquatic plants. On this vegetable stratum, 
intermixed with the debris of other vegetable substances, a 
number of grasses and terrestrial plants like parasites, fasten 
themselves and grow. The whole is formed into a complete 
vegetable mattress, strong enough to support a man in a 
crawling position, but not sufficiently firm to enable him to 
walk upright. It is also too firm to admit of the passage of a 
boat or canoe. When the foot is placed upon it, the whole 
mass trembles; hence the French name prairie tremblant, and 
the English name shaking prairie. It is said that if a hole is 


cut in it, fishanay be caught with a hook and line. 
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The facts on which I rest the hygienic or health-preserving 
properties of the Jussieua Grandiflora, are— 
Ist. That it purifies all stagnant water in which it grows: 
! 4 } 


2. The remarkable exemption of the inhabitants of that 


section of Louisiana from malarious or miasmatic diseases. 
ry’ > > ‘ Pee] m —_ —_  y 
1. The water on which the Jussieua Grandiflora grows dif- 


fers essentially from other water, similarly circumstanced, 


1 


where this plant doesnot grow. Although | visited the coun- 


try in which the plant is indigenous, during a very dry and 


hot season, in t month of June, | found the stagnant water 


] * } 


of the lakes and bayous, inhabited by this p! 


lant, as pure to the 
4 

ee _ mell as if it had it a 

signt, taste and smell as li it hac just fallen from tne Ciouds. 
Near the G fot Mi X1C0, however, the water of the bavous 
was imprecnatod with salt. The water also of Bayou Black, 
ol¢} serel me, hy l «a larkicl a . ane : XX7} » + « . . 
aithnougn iresh, had a adarkisn appt arance owln LO a ¢ hemi- 
cal aflinity between some ferruginous matter in the soil, and 
the oak trees and leaves which had fallen into the water. The 
water of Bayou Black, although of a dark color, was free from 
anv disacreeable taste or smell. It contained no green scum, 
and ae eansidered to he equally o« 1 and palatable ; ‘iste 

and Was considered tol equany good ana pai itabie as cistern 
‘t near the Gulf, where the water is impregnated 
with salt: the inhabitants, who reside on the margins of the 


stagnant lakes and bayous of that part of Louisiana, drink 


! could discover no other cause fol the remal cable ] urity of 
the stagnant water in the lagoons, swamps, lakes and bayous 
of lower Louisiana, than the aquatic plant under considera- 
tion. 

North of the region where the Jussieua Grandiflora flour- 
ishes, there is the same kind of alluvial soil, formed by depo- 


sitions of the identical rivers, which form the soil of Lower 
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Louisiana, yet stagnant water in hot weather, becomes ex. 
ceedingly impure, beyond the limits in which the plant under 
consideration is found. The soil, therefore, cannot occasion 
the purity of the water of Lower Louisiana, because the same 
kind of soil, a little further north, has not the same effect. 
Nor can the purity of the water be owing to the salt or sea 
water ; because the water is equally pure, wherever the aqua- 
tic plant grows, whether in salt water or fresh. 

I think it may be fairly inferred, therefore, that the aquatic 
plant known by botanists under the name of Jussieua Grandi- 
flora, consumes or feeds upon those substances, which in oth- 
er situations corrupt and vitiate stagnant waters in a warm 
climate. 


2. The remarkable health and longevity of the inhabitants, 


and their exemption from malarious and miasmatic diseases. 
The fact that the region of country in which the aquatic plant 
abounds, is exceedingly healthy, can be established beyond 
cavil or dispute. It nevertheless contains more stagnant wat- 
er and swamps, than any other inhabited district of the same 
extent in the United States. 

The country immediately north of the line bounding the 
growth of the floating plant, which is about the thirtieth de- 
gree of north latitude, like that south of thirty, is alluvial, con- 
tains lakes, swamps and stagnant waters—is covered with 
nearly the same vegetable productions; but its atmosphere is 
evidently insalubrious, its stagnant waters impure, its inhab- 
itants sickly, and human life of short duration; while the 
country of the aquatic plant, immediately south of it, con- 
tains a wholesome atmosphere, pure water, healthy, and long- 
lived inhabitants. It may be supposed that this country is too 
new and too thinly inhabited to form any correct estimation 


of the health and longevity of its inhabitants. Such a suppo- 
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sition is erroneous. Although a considerable part of the re- 
gion abounding in the aquatic plant is uncultivated and al- 
most uninhabited, yet a very considerable portion of this ter- 
ritory has been settled nearly a century. A large colony from 
Nova Scotia emigrated to it before the revolutionary war. 
Some of the settlements south of New Orleans contain more 
free white inhabitants to the square mile than the oldest and 
most populous settlement in Pennsylvania. 

It may be said that the inhabitants are the descendants of 
French and Spanish, and consequently no just comparison can 
be drawn between them and the descendants of the English 
It is true that a large portion of the inhabitants are of French 
extraction. A large settlement of them on the Lafourche. 
within this region, were born north of the United States, i: 
the cold latitude of Canada. Colonel Sparks, an intelligent 
sugar planter, who resides on the Bayou Lafourche, in the 
midst of the colony which emigrated from Nova Scotia mors 
than half a century ago, informed me, in 1831, that a great 
number of the emigrants were still living. He took me to a 
number of their houses, and his statements were confirmed by 
the inhabitants themselves. JI saw more than a suflicient num 
ber of gray heads and healthy looking children to remove a 
skepticism in reference to the health and longevity of the in- 
habitants. Besides the French population, this particular se 
tion of country has spread through it a number of Italians, 
Spanish, Dutch, German, Irish, English and Scotch. — It alse 
contains emigrants from almost every State in the Unior 
The negro population is also considerable, and is remarkably 
healthy and long-lived. It contains more negroes over ont 
hundred years of age, than five New England States put to 
gether, including the total population, white and black. The 
population of this land of aquatic plants owes its origin to so 


4 
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many different nations, that it is not uncommon for the Cre- 


oles or natives of the country, even when uneducated, to 


speak with great ease three or four different languages. If it 
were true, which it is not, that the French people are exempt 
from miasmatic diseases, such as bilious, remittent and inter- 
mittent fevers, it would prove nothing; because the Germans, 
Spanish, Italians, Scotch, Irish and English, together with the 
negroes and emigrants from the States north of Louisiana, are 
all in this land of aquatic plants singularly exempt from suel 
diseases. But neither the French nor any other race of peo- 
ple are thus exempted when they cross the line which termi- 
nates the growth of the floating plant. _It is therefore a fait 
inference that this plant, by consuming the impurities of the 


waters, prevents the generation of miasmata, and 


stagnant 
thus acts as a prophylactic against bilious fevers and othermi- 
asmatic diseases. 


I am aware that the inhabitants of the country themselves 
] 


attribute their peculiar healthfulness to the influence of sea- 


breezes. Out of the region of the floating plant, sea-breezes, 
however r¢ freshing and beneficial to some constitutions, hav 


a nttin 


not been found to exert any prophy lactic power in pre venting 


; et ; ae : , 
miasmatic diseases. It is not probable that sea-breezes would 


do more 


cood for the sea coast of Louisiana than for the sea 
coast of Georgia, Carolina, Virginia and Maryland. 

In the summer of 1831, I travelled extensively throug] 
Lower Louisiana, and am fully convinced from what I saw 
and heard that the particular district of country in which th 
floating plant abounds is pre-eminently healthy, while those 
sections of the State, similarly situated but where the aquatic 
plant was not found, are grievously afflicted with malarious 
diseases. 


I visited, among others, the plantation of M. Rochelle, on a 
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small bayou, near Berwick’s bay. The dwelling houses stood 
on the high ground, about a quarter of a mile from the bayou. 
The space between the bayou and the houses was occupied by 
a swamp through which a canal had been cut to afford access 
to the high ground or bluff, on which the dwellings stood. M. 
Rochelle, a few years previously, had the trees, covering the 
swamp, in front of the houses, cut down, in order to gain a 
better view of the bayou, and obtain a freer circulation of air. 
As I passed up the canal or ditch, through the swamp, I per- 
ceived, on each side, the decaying timber lying in the water, 
which was entirely stagnant. In many places the water was 
not suflicient’'to cover the ground. On ascending the bluff and 
looking around, I ascertained, that besides a swamp of a quar- 
ter of a mile in width and three miles in length in front of the 
plantation, there was also an immense swamp in the rear, run- 


ning back to a prairie tremblant ; and on the lower side of the 
’ 


} 
+ 


plantation was another bayou of stagnant water, and on thi 
upper side a thick forest and cane break. I thought, at the 
time, that, if the country contained a sickly spot, this was th 
one. 

The Jussieua Grandiflora, however, grew in profusion in all 
the waters around, whether these waters were in the bayous. 
or in the swamps; and whether they hadcommunication with 
the bayous or were isolated stagnant pools, they were found to 
be pure and transparent—free from any offensive taste o1 
smell. 

M. Rochelle had fifty-three negroes living on this planta- 
tion and his white family consisted of about a dozen persons. 
He informed me that himself, and all the family, white and 
black, except the younger children, were natives of Rocking- 
ham county, Virginia—that he had resided on his plantation 


with this large family, nine years, during which time no 
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deaths had occurred, either among the whites or blacks, young 
or old—that there had been not more than three or four cases 
of sickness during any year—that these cases were slight and 
required little or no medical treatment. His neighbors con- 
firmed this statement, and gave nearly as good an account of 
themselves. The negroes with whom I met, all looked heal- 
thy, happy and contented. 

The next evening [ put up at a house containing about 
twenty white persons and no negroes. The patriarch of the 
family was a Kentuckian by birth. He married a Spanish 
woman, who, dying, had left him a widower with several 
children. He afterwards married a French widow, with two 
or three children, whose former husband wasaGerman. The 
children by the last marriage as well as by the former marri- 
ages, together with a few aunts and relatives, swelled the 
whole family to about twenty. No less than four languages, 
English, Spanish, German and French, were spoken by the 
same family, living under the same roof. 

I got two of the sons of the old gentleman by his first wife 
to take me in a canoe up Bayou Black. They were with me 
several days, and, as they spoke four languages, were of great 
use in enabling me to collect information respecting this coun- 
try inhabited by the floating plant and polygiot people. 

If I have been misinformed in reference to the health ot 
this section of country, then also are great numbers, in and 
about this city, deceived in this respect equally with myself. 
Numbers of people in and about Natchez have visited this 
region of country; some have removed to it; a few have been 
living in it for years. All, with whom I have conversed, concur 
in the same opinion of its healthfulness. It is true, they differ 
in regard to the causes of its singular salubrity; some ascrib- 


ing it to the proximity of the sea and the sea breezes; others to 
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che large open prairies on its western border, in and near that 
part of it called Attakapas, without recollecting that the in- 
habitants of Terrebonne and Lafourche, who reside very re- 
motely from these large prairies and secluded from them by 
intervening forests, are equally if not mere healthy than those 
living near them. 

Having ascertaine ' the facts of the purity of the stagnant 
waters, and the heal. of the inhabitants in ‘his section of 
‘ountry, I examined the subject attentively on the principles 
of that new and interesting science, called, by the French, 
Porrrican ARITHMETIC. 

The Parishes on and below the thirtieth degree of north 
latitude are the following: Ascension, Parish of Orleans. 
(not the city of New Orleans,) St. John the Baptist, St. James, 
St. Martins on the line of 30°; and the follewing below 30° 
and south of New Orleans, viz: St. Mary, La Fayette, St. 
Charles, St. Bernard, Jefferson, Plaquemine, Assumption, 
Lafourche, and Terrebonne. These Parisnes in 1830, not in- 
cluding any part of the city and suburbs of New Orleans, 
contained a total population of $3,943—27,778 white persons 
and 46,165 negroes. They contained thirty-eight persons 
over one hundred years of age, whereas the whole of the New 
England States, with a population 1,954,704, including up- 
wards of 20,000 negroes, only contained thirty-five persons 
over one hundred years of age. France with thirty-six mil- 
lions of inhabitants only contained five hundred and thirty- 
seven persons over one hundred years of age. If France 
were as favorable to longevity, as the land of the Jussieua 
Grandiflora, it ought te contain upwards of sixteen thousand 
individuals over one hundred years of age. 

By instituting a comparison on the data afforded by the 
census of 1830, it will be found that, in all that part of Loui- 

4 * 
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siana Where the Jussieua Grandiflora grows, for every hun- 
dred white males and females between twenty and thirty 
years of age, there are upwards of one hundred children un- 
der five years of age; whereas, in that part beyond the region 
of the Jussieua Grandiflora, the number of children to every 
hundred white males and females, between twenty and thirty 
years of age, is only eighty-siz, being more than fourteen 
per cent. less than in that part of Louisiana inhabited by the 
floating plant. 

Again, for every one hundred males and females in those 
parishes of Louisiana inhabited by the floating plant, there 
are seventy-nine children between five and ten years of age 
but beyond the region of the floating plant, the number is 
only fifty-seven. 

The proportional number in Upper Louisiana of those be- 
tween ten and fifteen, and fifteen and twenty, is from eight to 
ten per cent. less than in that part of Louisiana inhabited by 
the Jussieua Grandiflora. 

Taking the number of persons between twenty and thirty 
years of age in both districts as the standard of comparison, 
the number of citizens between thirty and forty years of age 

eight per cent. greater in the district of the floating plant 
than in the district north of the region inhabited by it. 

The number of white persons between forty and fifty, be- 
tween fifty and sixty, and between sixty and seventy is from 
three to four per cent. greater in that part of Louisiana inhab- 
ited by the Jussieua than in the district lying north of it. 
The surest proof of the health of any country is the great 
number of children and old persons which it contains. Lowe: 
Louisiana contains from eight to fourteen per cent more chil- 
dren in proportion to its population than Upper Louisiana, 
and from three to fourteen per cent. more old persons. 


Acain, for every one thousand white inhabitants betwee 
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fifteen and fifty years of age, in all that part of Louisiana in 
which the floating plant is found, there are one hundred and 
thirty-two individuals between fifty and one hundred years 
of age—whereas, in all that part of Louisiana north of the 
region of the aquatic plant, the number of persons between 
fifty and one hundred years of age, is only one hundred and 
eighteen to the thousand adults. 

In the famous city of Boston, the number of persons be- 
tween fifty and ore hundred years of age is only one hundred 
and twenty to the thousand, twelve per, cent. less than in the 
swamps and bayous of the most southern portion of Louisi- 
ana. 

The city of New York contains only one hundred and ten 
to the thousand. but it is proper to observe that, according 
to the facts disclosed by the science of Political Arithmetic, 
all high and dry country situations, whether in the north or 
the south, remote from swamps, marshes and stagnant waters, 
are more favorable to human life between fifty and ninety 
years of age than low and damp situations; but after ninety 
years of age, the low and damp situations are the most 
friendly to human existence. Although the number of per- 
sons between fifty and ninety in Louisiana is less in pvropor- 
tion to the population than the number of persons between 
fifty and ninety in the northern States or in France, yet the 
number beyond ninety years of age in Louisiana is much grea- 
ter than in any of the northern States or in France. Thus, 
according to the census of 1830, the city of New Orleans, 
with less than 70,000 inhabitants, contained more persons 
over one hundred years of age than New York and Philadel- 
phia both together. 

It is also a mistaken idea to suppose that dry and’ elevated 


situations in the south, remote from stagnant water, are less 
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healthy, or less favorable to longevity than similar situations 
in the north. According to the facts afforded by Political 
Arithmetic, the lives of the people of a number of counties 
in Mississippi ought to be insured at a cheaper rate than the 
lives of the people of Kentucky, Ohio, Pennsylvania or New 
York. In Kentucky, for every one thousand inhabitants be- 
tween fifteen and fifty years of age, there are one hundred 
and sixty-eight individuals between fifty and one hundred. 
In Ohio, one hundred and forty-eight. In Pennsylvania, one 
hundred and seventy-one. In New York State, one hundred 
and sixty-seven. In Lowndes county, Mississippi, among the 
white male inhabitants, for every thousand persons between 
fifteen and fifty, there are one hundred and ninety-one be- 


tween fifty and one hundred; in Monroe county, Mississippi, 


one hundred and fifty-five; in Covington, one hundred and 
sixty-nine; in Lawrence, one hundred and seventy-six ; in 
Pike, one hundred and sixty-eight; in Perry, one hundred 
and seventy-one ; in Copiah, one hundred and sixty-five; in 
Amitie, one hundred and seventy-five; in Marion, two hun- 
dred; in Green, two hundred and twenty-five; in Jackson 
county, two hundred and thirty-two, and in Hancock, two 
hundred and forty-one. - 

The three last named counties contain more old people to 
the thousand than the State of Maine which contains tw 
hundred and twenty one. 

Hancock county exceeds Massachusetts by three in the 
thousand. 

Although the probabilities of human life between fifty and 
ninety years of age are considerably less in the low swampy 
district of Louisiana, inhabited by the Jussieua Grandiflora, 
than in the dry and elevated counties of Mississippi, and less 


than in the high, dry and mountainous regions of Kentucky, 
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Pennsylvania and Vermont, yet it is fourteen in the thousand 
more favorable to longevity than similar low and marshy dis- 
tricts north of the region of the aquatic plant. It is even 
eighteen in the thousand more favorable to longevity than the 
low swampy State of Illinois. 

But the hygienic properties of the Jussieua Grandiflora are 
less evident in promoting longevity, than in exempting man 
from that fatal tribe of malarious or miasmatic diseases which 
cut off so many of the southern people in the prime of life. 
The number of persons who die in the northern States, in the 
prime of life, by consumption, typhus fever and inflammatory 
complaints, is about equal, or even exceeds, the number who die 
in the south of malarious diseases. But the region of country, 
in which the Jussieua Grandiflora flourishes, is from its mild 
climate comparatively exempt from consumption, typhus and 
inflammatory affections; and by reason of the anti-malarious 
properties of the plant, it is singularly exempted from all that 
tribe of diseases which are produced by marsh miasmata or 
by the unwholesome air of swamps, called malaria. The 
plant, it would seem, converts info its own nutriment those 
very impurities of stagnant water, which in other situations 
load the atmosphere, at certain seasons of the year, with nox- 
ious eflluvia. 

I saw the identical plant, the Jussieua Grandiflora, which 
is so abundant in Lower Louisiana, cultivated as a curiosity 
in the botanical garden belonging to the University of Oxford. 
It had a large basin of water, several yards in diameter, ap- 
propriated exclusively to it. The water of the basin in which 
it floated was pure and sweet, while the water of a number 
of other basins, appropriated to other aquatic plants, was far 
from being as much so. The English botanist, who showed 


it to me, could not account satisfactorily for the circumstance. 
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He assured me that all the basins were filled at the same time. 
But the true explanation is, that the most of the other plants 
draw more or less nourishment from the earth and the atmos- 
phere, and do not,as the Jussieua Grandiflora, derive the 


whole of their nourishment from the water. All! aquatic 
plants, no doubt, serve to purify the water in which they 
grow in proportion to the amount of nourishment they draw 
from it. 

I have already shown that the number of persons between 
thirty and forty years of age, in that part of Louisiana where 
the aquatic plant grows, is eight per cent. greater than the 
proportionate number of persons between thirty and forty in 
that section of Louisiana which lies north of the district in- 
habited by the plant—although the northern district includes 
a large portion of high and healthy piny woods. 

Kentucky, in 1830, contained 87,852 white persons be- 
tween twenty and thirty years of age, and only 49,750 be- 
tween thirty and forty, and 31,442 between forty and fifty. 
The proportions, therefore, are as follows: For every hun- 
dred individuals in Kentucky, between twenty and _ thirty 
years of age, there are only fifty-six between thirty and forty. 
In the district of Louisiana Mhabited by the aquatic plant, 
the proportional number is sixty-four: eight per cent. more 
persons die, therefore, in Kentucky, in the prime of life, than 
in the swamps of Lower Louisiana; but between forty and 
fifty, Kentucky has the advantage of Louisiana one per cent. 
The probabilities therefore of human life between thirty and 
fifty years of age, are seven per cent. better in the swamps of 
Lower Louisiana, than in the healthy State of Kentucky. 

The State of Pennsylvania, in 1830, contained 
white persons, between twenty and thirty years of age. If 


Pennsylvania were as favorable to human life, between thirty 
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and forty years of age, as that part of Louisiana, in which the 
anti-malarious plant is indigenous, it ought to have conrtain- 
ed 153,242 persons between thirty and forty. But the cen- 
sus shows that it contained only 144,776. Therefore 8466 
persons, under forty, would have lived over forty, if they had 
resided in Lower Louisiana, instead of the mountains of Penn- 
sylvania. But after forty, Pennsylvania has the advantage ; 


but it is so small, as in twenty years, including the period from 


thirty to fifty, that the probabilities of human life are only one 


two hundred and thirty-seventh part greater in Pennsylvania 
than in Louisiana. But after fifty, the probabilities of the du- 
ration of lil considerably more in Pennsylvania until 


ninety, when it again turns decidedly in favor of Louisiana. 
Ohio, in 1530, contained 156,564 inhabitants between 
twenty and thirty, and only 93,240 between thirty and forty ; 


whereas, if Ohio were as favorable to human life, in its prime, 


as Lowe! Lot ina, it should have contained 101,424 ; mak- 
ing a diflerencs favor of the region of country inhabited by 
the Jussieua Grandiflora, of 8,184 persons. Even in twenty 
years, from th rty to fifty , the probability of human life would, 
in the same population, be 3379 better in Louisiana, than in 


Ohio. But after fifty, the probabilities would run in favor of 
Ohio until ninety, when it would turn in favor of Louisiana. 

In regard to the health of children in Lower Louisiana, the 
following facts derived from the results aflorded by political 
arithmetic, should be conclusive: For every thousand white 
females between fifteen and fifty in Lower Louisiana, there 
are 2357 children under fifteen years of age. If the country 
was not favorable to infantile existence, the number would not 
be so creat, by one half. 

In Pennsylvania, the number of children under fifteen years, 


to every thousand females, between fifteen and fifty, is only 
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2961. In Kentucky, 2370; in Ohio, 2275; in E. Tennessee, 
1354; in the Northern District of New York, 1967; in Vir- 
ginia, 1972; in Mississippi, 2540. But in the paludal, or 
swampy distrtcts of Mississippi, the number of children is 
about three hundred to the thousand less than in the district 
of Louisiana inhabited by the Jussieua Grandiflora. 

In the United States, taken as a whole, the number of per- 
sons between twenty and thirty exceeds, in a small degree, 
the number of children under five years of age, (only sixteen 
in nearly two millions.) In Lower Louisiana, the children 
under five years, exceed the adults between twenty and thir- 
ty, forty-eight ; in Upper Louisiana, the adults between twen- 
ty and thirty, exceed the children under five years, no less 
than 1208, giving Lower Louisiana about eight children, 


} 


where Louisiana has seven. In the United States, the adults 
between thirty and fifty years of age, are nearly equal to the 
adults between twenty and thirty. The same thing occurs in 
that portion of Louisiana where the aquatic plant is found. 
Phere the adults between thirty and fifty are only forty-nine 
less than the adults between twenty and thirty. Whereas in 
Upper Louisiana, the adults between thirty and fifty fall short 
of the adults between twenty and thirty, no less than 1097.— 
Thus it appears, from a variety of facts, that a low, alluvial 
region, subject to annual inundation, and abcunding in stag- 
nant pools, lakes, lagoons and impassable swamps, in the most 
southern portion of the United States, is rendered not only 
habitable, but healthy, by an aquatic plant, that consumes or 
feeds upon the impurities of the water in which it grows, and 
thereby prevents the generation of miasmata, or. those nox- 
ious vapors so unfriendly to human existence. It would seem, 
therefore, that the experiment of rendering other low and in- 


undated districts of country healthy, by disseminating the Jus- 
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sieua Grandiflora upon their stagnant waters, would be well 
worthy atrial. It would certainly be a great achievement of 
experimental philosophy, if she could extend the empire of 
her power into those low, swampy and insalubrious districts 
of the South, and convert them into healthy abodes ; even to 
make mill-ponds healthy would be no small triumph. 

True philosophy is not, as is too often supposed, an inactive, 
inanimate, inefficient thing, incapable of doing good, or of ac- 
complishing useful purposes ; but it is an animated, restless, 
self-moving power, perpetually in action, constantly striving 
to make inroads upon the mysteries of nature, in order to drag 
something to light which may subserve the purposes of utility 
toman. That proud Isle, on whose possessions the sun never 
goes down, and whose name is a terror to every land but our 
own, was formerly nothing but an unhealthy, insignificant spot 
of earth, noted for nothing but the crab-apple, and almost in- 
accessible by reason of stormy seas. Philosophy, however, 
by uniting itself, as an active and directive power, with the 
various artists, agriculturists and manufacturers, has made 
England what it now is. But there, as inall other countries, 
except our own, the happiness and comfort of the many have 
been sacrificed to the pride and luxury of the few. This, how- 
ever, is not the fault of philosophy, but the fault of the peo- 
ple in not applying or calling in the aid of the experimental, 
or Baconian philosophy to direct the affairs of State. 

Our happy form of government rests on the firm basis of 
the Baconian or experimental philosophy. Our individual 
distinctions in society are all such as nature makes. The 
broad, artificial distinctions which divide the people of Europe, 
are unknown amongst us. Our government is founded upon 
natural, not artificial distinctions in society. Our chief exec- 
utive officer can never, in the nature of our philosophy. be a 
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child in its cradle or a girl in her teens. The same experi- 


id 
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mental philosophy, which we have found to succe¢ d so admi- 


rably in our government, Will also succeed equally Well In ot 
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} 4 . ——— 2. 2. i ai 7 me * a 
ore than twice as easy to pick or gather, as the kind for- 


nerly cultivated. But in a very few years it was found that 


} 


» new made species of cotton, called Mexican, was 


tie ast de- 
yenerating into the old black seed kind. A third experiment 


was instituted, which consisted in separating the white, o1 
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from it to hope, that it will ultimately point out the means, by 
which unhealthy districts of country may be rendered salu- 
brious. Whether the dissemination of the Jussieua Grandi- 
flora be one of them, time and experience can alone deter- 


mine. 


Art. IV.—A Case of Purpura Hemorrhagica successfully 
treated. By Wm. W. Searcy, M. D., of Nashville, Ten 
nessee. Reported to the Medical Society, of ‘Tennessee, 
at its llth annual meeting. 


On the 1Sth of August last, | was requested to visit a 


young girl, aged 12 years, who, I was informed, had been 


‘an attack of fever of nine days duration, but 


laboring unde 
AWOL t 


ad been convalescing. The situation of the girl when I first 


saw her was as follows:—she was very pale, and could not be 


raised for fainting; her surface was unnaturally cool; great 
restlessness; some thirst and headache; tongue pale and flab- 
by; pulse barely perceptible and extremely frequent; much 
j j } ' ] ; + 
tenderness of epigastrium to pressure; her howels constipated. 
There was aconstant oozing of blood from the nares and 


throat, which had existed for two days and nights uninterrup- 
tedly, which caused extreme exhaustion. There was discov- 


| about the face a few red and blue blotches, and a further 


examination revealed a numerous eruption of a similar kind 


as ae = a 
on the body, limbs, insides of the lips and cheeks. They va- 


ried from the size of a pin head to a four-penny piece. 


The girl h ways been rather delicate, of a nervous, san- 
guine temperament. She has never hada similar eruption: 


; 


bleeds frequi tly from the nose when in health, but never 





Searcy’s Case of Purpura Hemorrhagica. 153 


efore to an alarming or exhausting extent. Her flesh wheu 


wounded is not disposed to bleed more profusely than similar 
wounds in other persons; none of her relations have been 


known to have a similar eruption or to be subject to protuse 

l r } . l . . at 
hemorrhages. Th ‘rofulous diathesis is not known in the 
imMly. 


Four grains of acetate of lead were ordered to be admin} 


ered every lf ho l until the h morrhage should cease alist 
1 strong solution of the same (I drachm to a pint of water,) 
to be repeatedly injected up the nares. A blister was ap- 

ad to the 1a] i the ne < ind one to the calf Ol each leg 
Diet, wate , cl en broth, or rice water; drink, 


Ihe next morning, 19th, I was informed that the hemor- 
hage had ceased after the seventh dose of lead, and had not 


iain returned; the blisters had drawn well. Her extremi- 


} ; . — ° ae »] ‘ 
les and suriace at present are much Warmer; puise not s 
| 
] ] 4 ] { . . } as 43 . ° ] 
eeble, but still very frequent; the patientis very restless, has 


siept but little for two or three nights; compiains very muc 


if her blisters, has but little thirst and no appetite; ore 

enderness of thi e} igastrium to pressure; and bowels con- 
stipated. The last passage from her bowels was dark an 
iquid. Ler tongue is pale and flabby; there is a pretty nu- 
merous new crop ol | techie; those of ye { rday which wer 
small and red, have enlarged and are of a bluish cast. <A 


mercurial purge of 12 grains of calomel was ordered, and 
every two hours 6 drops of elixir vitriol and 1 grain o 
ulph. quinine. Diet and drink continued. 

20th. Patient’s condition not materially altered since yes- 
terday; calomel has operated but once, the evacuation copious, 
lark, and liquid. She had slight fever yesterday evening. 
There is still much tenderness of epigastrium; pulse at 


~* 


J 
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t little. Ordered castor oil, and a continua- 


tongue vary Dt 


triol and quinine, and the same diet and drink. 


a 


21st. After taking oil yesterday, patient’s bowels were free 


Pe nee , . : and wvall — 
discharges more consistent and yellow; rested 
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r 5 
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Mth. Patient convalescing—omit the tonic and take oil 
enough to keep the bowels moderately soluble. 

25th and 26th. Patient still convalescing and continued 
from this out to mend rapidly. Up to this date, 4th May, 
1840, has had no return of the disease and her health is ex- 
cellent. 


Nashville, May, 4; 1840. 


Art. V.— { Cas of Concussion of the Brain. By J L 
Buerrr, M. D., of Cincinnati, Ohio. 


May 27th, 1840, the mother being absent, the child which 


forms the subject of the present paper, aged three years, wa: 


left in charge of some of the rest of the family, and was sul- 
fered to climb over the sill of a window in the second 
story of a large dwelling house. From thence, a height of 
perhaps 16 feet, it fell upon the brick pavement beneath. 
Falling upon the vertex of the head, when taken up, and fon 
an hour afterwards, the cranial bones were so depressed as to 
present an almost level surface. I might safely say, that its 
head was as flat as a table. 

The os frontis projected forward atleast two inches ove 
the eye brows, in its natural position. The child was exam- 
ined by Drs. Mussey and Fore. It presented all the symp- 
toms of violent concussion of the brain for about an hour. 

Its head was shaved, but on examination no symptom of 
fracture was found as had been expected. After this period, 
a spasmodic action of the facial muscles ensued, and shortly 
after it vomited several times, which seemed to relieve it and 


in a great degree to overcome the remaining stupor. 
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applications to the head, and enemata, which wer 
followed by copious evacuations, formed the treat- 
this period. From the time that its bowels acted it 
peri ctly S€ nsible, know ing its mother and a king lor 
In the mean time, the cranium had made considerabi 
towards its proper elevation. I satup with it du- 


night—it rested well; the reaction was not high, so 


ding was not necessarv; and the cranial bones rapid- 


ned their natural position. 


,e *] 1 ‘ 
this time until the 30th, the convalescence wa 


tran . } : . ca « —_ Po 45 » 4 | } j y 
treatment being cold applications to the fhe ls ( 


i 
inistration of gentle cathartics. 


) ¢ ahl 17 * an +44] e m4 
Patient able to walk, with alittle assista 


~U. 10 ail appearance peri ctly well 


innali, June, 1840. 


at 


REVIEWS. 


Art. VI.— Researches Anatomical and Physiological. By Joun 
Davy, M.D. F.R.S. Assistant Inspector of Army Hos- 
pitals. In two volumes. London; Smith, Elder & Co., 
65 Cornhill, 1839. pp. 935 Svo. 


From the distinguished connexions, as well as the high 
standing of the author of this work (being as he is a brother 
of the late Sir Humphrey Davy,) and from the great length of 
time he has been engaged in the collection of materials for it, 
and in its composition, (some of it having been written nearly 
thirty years ago)—from these and other considerations, espe- 
cially the wide and varied range of observation and research 
which it embraces, it ought to be hailed as a production of 
ample promise. And such we believe is the case in relation 
to it. Nor do we say that it will altogether fail to satisfy 
public expectation. Yet, that we ourselves are not a little 
disappointed in our hopes and anticipations respecting it, is 
not to be either denied or disguised. That, as a whole, it is 
much more voluminous and labored, than well conceived. 
judicious, and useful, we feel ourselves authorized, and deem 
it our duty as reviewers to assert. Yet are many sections of 
it characterised by a full sufficiency of interest and merit, to 
invite and reward an attentive perusal of them. The whole 


host of experiments it contains, though perhaps unnecessarily, 
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not to say erceptionably numerous, we are not prepared to 
pronounce either inaccurate or unprofitable. Far otherwise. 
But the usefulness of many of them whether in a scientific 
or a practical point of view, (were it correct in us to make a 
distinction between those qualities) we are unable to dis- 
cover. 

The work, as it now appears, does not possess the freshness 
of ori rinall V, the vreater portion of it having been previously 
published at the periods when it was written, either as arti- 
cles in the Transactions of the Royal Society, or in some of 
the minor Journals and Periodicals of the time. And, fo: 


making up those articies into voiumes, the author assigns the 


lOlLiOWLD ¥ reasons: 


, ’ 
i nave eco LO C-} Ca lon, | uti iO Lilt | 1 post 
' 
oO ‘ ) papers wh 1 are i 1 ft S- 
' 

actions of Soc1 , and n Jo la mt ¢ VO l CSS ind 

} 
partiy with avy vy to alt ( » corrections, and additions, 

, 

which eithel -reading, or ] ( esea ! ed 
me to 1 and lastly, with the hope that the collectior 
7 ] ze: , | 4] } 
thus forme \ ove of use, both to th medical ldent, 

] «4 ’ 
ind tne hi ulrer. 

i 

An . + + 7 

phe wo ns] ol nearly hlity dillerent papers, ¢ L ¢ 
nem treating ¢ l tmoreo tinct Irom alit oul 
ers It I VY D ljded, thereiore, 1 t to @g the 
sughtest otice o n entire co on, so extensive and mul- 
tiiarlous, 1n S review ol the « omary iel ~ Oo 
ether iImposs! Hen > W ull e a Lil Lien ( 
nr analvesis ¢ | marl ‘ le article entit | 
OUT abalVsis and TemMa;rks, a SlUGIeC arrici CHLILLICd, 


And even of this our consideration must be limite: ana 


7 . - ‘ a P — x - 5 all ] - Sit nas 
Oo render it as tree as possible jrom mistake and misrepresen 


Davy’s 


} 


tation, we 


for himself. 


defective con 
and physiolog 
‘ 2 ] ’ . 
torpe ao, rev 
cation of thie 
to be elu 
oul of | 
“«T may 


sidering 1 
powel 0 
ments of co 
ting th 
Lo 1rol Ol 
' , 
Wil l 
POSLLY l 
> 
B LOT 


— oe 
Royal OO 
letter, Wh 


’ 
philoso} ii 


gone 
ments 0 
which, bo 
very ca} 
torpedo, in 


459 


Re: 


arches Anatomical and Physiological. 


all allow our author, in most instances, to speak 


following clause he states succinctly the 
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bin’s hands.* It was my wish to have exposed an unmagnet- 
ised needle to the continued shocks of a torpedo in a metallic 
spiral, making the metallic communication perfect with both 
electrical organs. There is in my little box, an apparatus 
which I hope you will use. Large living torpedos may be 
procured at Fumicina, or Civita Vecchia. The shock from a 
very small jar will make a needle magnetic, provided it is 
entirely passed through the metallic conductors; but I did not 
find this eflect when there was any interruption by water. 
There are many things worth attending to in the two kinds 
of torpedinal fishes found here—the tremula and occhiatella. 
Pray do not neglect this subject, which I leave to you as 
another legacy. God bless you, my dear brother, your atlec- 
tionate Friend, 
‘“H. Davy.” 


The commencement of the writer’s investigation of this 
‘urious and well selected subject, we shall communicate to our 


readers in his own words. 


“ Eaperiments on the Electricity of the Torpedo. 


“From the preceding letter, it appears how desirous my 
brother was of trying the effect of the shock of the torpedo 
on a needle placed in a spiral wire. The result, he was of 
opinion, would be conclusive as to the nature of its electrici- 
ty,—that is, whether it should be considered distinct, and of 
a peculiar kind, or merely a variety of common electricity, or 
at least analogous to kinds already known. 

“ Anxious to make this trial, [ had an apparatus in readi- 
ness, which, with common electricity, I had found to answer 
extremely well. It consisted of a fine copper spiral wire, 
(the spring of a bracer) about one inch and a half long, and 
one-tenth of an inch in diameter, containing about one hun- 
dred and eighty convolutions, and weighing about four grains 
and a half. This was inserted into a glass tube, just large 
enough to receive it, and secured by corks.t ‘The wire pass- 
ed through the cork at each end, and was connected with 


* This, his last paper and communication to the Royal Society, was 
published in the Philosophical Transactions, for 1829; it was written in 
the preceding October; its results were entirely negative. 

+The apparatus referred to by my brother, in his letter, did not an- 
swer so well: the spiral was of silver wire wound round a glass tube. 
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strong wires with glass handles for the purpose of contact 
The wire intended to be applied to the under surface of the 
fish was one-twenty-fifth of an inch in diameter; that intend- 
ed for the upper surface was stiffer, being one-fourteenth of 
an inch in diameter, and its greater strength was useful, as it 
was necessary to employ it occasionally with some force to 
rouse the fish when averse to give a shock. The first trial J 
had an opportunity of making with this apparatus, was suc- 
cessiul. it was on the ord ol Sept. ISS, at eleven o’clock at 
night.* ‘The fish used was asmall one, about six inches leng; 
it had been just caught in a hand-net, and immediately put 


into sait water, and was very active. A needle perfectly fre 
from magnetism, was peer, Seon into the spiral, and there 
confined by the corks, and the spiral was carefully connected 
with the insulated wires for contact. The fish tor the experi- 
ment was } lace | na vlass basin, and was bare ly Cove red with 
water. One wire was applied to the under surface of tl 

electrical organ, and the other to its upper surface, and con- 
tacts were made at intervals during about five minutes, wl 

the fish seemed much exhausted by its exertions. On taking 
th l aie o ind bringing it near sor ne iron ings, it 


was found to be magnetic, and powertully attracted them 
I 
[his experiment I have re pe ated many times wita fishes ot 


diflerent sizes, some larger and smaller, and wi 


result whenever the fish has been active, and the contacts 
similarly made. 
“The next trial instituted on the electricity of the torpedo 
was on the multiplier; it was one which belonged to my bro- 
ther, the needle was poised on a pivot, and was not very sen- 
sible. The precaution was taken to insulate the instrument 
well, by smearing with sealing wax the feet of the stand sup- 
porting the coil. ‘The same wires for contact were used in 
this as in the former experiments, and the jun tion were 
carefully made. Applying one wire to the under sur! and 
the other to the upper surface, using the fish first mentioned, 
and atter an interval of only two hours, [ succeeded in ol 
taining decisive results; the first shock had a powerful effect, 
the needle made half a revolution: and other trials were in 


* It may appear singular that this experiment was not made before 
Phe explanation is easily made.—On my return from Rome to Malta, in 


June, 1829, I was assured that t the torpedo is not known in the latter 
place. It was not until the summer of 1831 that I found out that I had 
been misinformed, and that, with a little trouble, the fish may be pro- 
cured alive at all seasons of the year. 


6 
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accordance. The needle, by active fishes, was generally 
thrown into violent motion, occasionally describing nearly a 
circle, and even by the feeblest it was distinctly atlected. |] 
have met with no instance of a fish which had the power of 
magnetising a needle in the spiral wire, failing to move the 
needle in the multiplier; but I have met with more than one 
example of a fish, whose electricity was equal to the latte 


: “gaint 
effect, and not to the form¢ 








“T tho ht it po ible, that by insulating the tor] ao on 
plate of dry , and wiping its circumference dry, an 
smearing it with oil, that the galvanometer might be atlected 
Jut in this, too, | have been « ppo ted ol even fla 
when tl nte) on of the circle has be only t \ 
has any eflect on the instrument been produced 

“KV j urs * tiie J i I ries of fii bx pe i! RR 
searches « E ‘tricitv, states that | has little o no ae t 
were Llarris’ citrometer applied to the torpedo, the evolu- 
tion of he we | be observed. | have 1 ae v 
exe il ( i ect, ¢ } telyv ¢ \| | 
rady’s ; The insti t « Oo W 
to that de I Mr. Ha s the Hilosc al ‘T'rar 
tions for 1S27 mie \ the w } ed through tl 
small lO r exceedi nne, oO} atina, lorm 
after Dr. We on’s 0 n | i a si ll stop-co 
lor regu: heioht of the s lt in the tem ind 1 
usll is | ant ( | rit no l I i 

the I V I at ee s obt 

I t I t ay ff e | t t 
\ — to | me ent 

one ‘ ( he « \ ( it } P ‘ 

is to pre ( l ‘ lie tr ( s 
directly ro ‘ \ O tter ne to 
re-unite ‘ ‘ g tI sti nV I 
Ss rk Vi s tt t ( e | ( ae ¢ n i™.jt I 
387 The r part ¢ Ole S written in Lee f f 
since learnes I ry 26, 1839,) that a spark has been taken di- 
rect from the Gy! otus, in the Ade de Gallery, anc t Ss - 
dentally observed in making an experiment, instituted with a different 
cbject in view. My authority for this singular occurrence, and one s¢ 


diiicult of explanation, is the very int lligent superintendent, Mr. Brad- 
ley 
+ Philosophical Transactions, 1813, p. 16. 


t Philosophica) Transactions, 1813, p. 114 
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zlobe or bulb of the thermometer was defended from the vari- 








able temperature of the surrounding air, by being included in 
1 wooden box. Thed ‘licacy of this instrument was so great, 
that the spirit in the stem was not only moved by a single 
park of electrical machine, but even very distinctly by 
the electricity o igle voltaic combination, composed of a 
copper and zinc wire, t former 1-25th of an inch in diame- 
ter, the latter 1-50th, excited by dilute sul ric acid. 

“This instrument was strongly alfected by active fish, and 
even distin liy | v c on indeed, occasion Luly, when it 
formed ] oO r<¢ in conn yn with a | inometer, | 
have nita i alone, the galvanometer fording no In- 
dication of the of the e “tr Ly. { ing two air- 

erm ret oO e construction, each connected with 
tne Wil lor con t one end, a id with the i anometer 

t the oth r effect ot t lectricity of the torpedo 
vag y dindinishad, eal twee tases Gdiediie a 
nit hed 0 Tt irc] anotnel k of v ry fine 
tin W \ | 1e e tim ts 1 flu n on the gal- 
vanomet , and its power of imparting 
pel in na to 1 a iral, both 
! f « T ( ( \\ en hi { h ) I ppile d to 
le ¢ 0 tina by means ol lamp, so i 
ider it { hot, ninution of ¢ lisay id 
jually so, v\ 1} could judge from Inv ex] S, 
wheth r on 1 nermomete r, the uVvVanome ) i 

Cul 

But we « ) ier report Di 1) experim nt 
ful ) ) 1it us to go into detail. To beconi 
icquainted with those « periments ( »y are well worth 
he trouble o ) a juall tance with th l,) the read- 
r must resort to ticle before us, ar tent for the 
resent with a ative of result tinues: 

“The tests or itions of electrici ti lo, at 
resent known, are six in number; namely, the physiolovi- 
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the order in which they are enumerated. That the two first 
should be placed highest, and that sensation should have the 
precedence, the experiments which I have made appear to 
prove independently of all analogy.” 


After giving along and circumstantial anatomical descrip. 
tion of the “electrical organs” of the torpedo, into which 
the nervous tissue enters, as the leading element, and subjoin- 
ing a detailed account of the experiments performed by him, 


; 


the Doctor communicates, in the form of results and _ infer- 


|  — ley oe » j . . ° _ ’ 
ences, what he frankly denominates “theoretical remarks. 
nn oe <n : : : , 
some o! these are as jollow 9 < id di serve, In our Oo] Won, the 


serious consideration of all philosophical naturalists and phys- 


= 
olog ists 


he experiments which I have detailed on the e] ‘tricity 
of the torpedo, confirm those of Mr. Walsh, made in 1772, 


, : 21 4 , 
shewing its resemblance to common electricity. hey more- 
over show, that like common electricity, and voltaic electrici- 
ty, it has the ywer Ol giving magnetic polarity to lron, and 
- hy e." cnn! } +f 2 1 {T" 

ol producing chemical changes. In these its meneral etiects 
it does not em to be essentially pecunar, but as much alued 
—waitein «' eae. 4 late alantren: : ‘ wi 
to voitaic electricity, as voltaic electricity 1s to atmospheric, 

' ] ° ° S ] ) : 
cr atmos} : electricity is to that produced by contact o1 
. \F . * . ‘ hae } y ‘ 
friction. vw! 1 Wwe @xamine moat minutely ILS pre home! 


or etiects, in relation to these diltierent Kinds or varieties ot 
elec tr] itv. cert in points ot dilierence occur. 
| 


“Compared with voltaic electricity, its eflect on the multi. 
plier is feeble; its power ol decomposing water and metallic 


! ~ - } 1, ] . : ; ‘ » 
solutions 1S Inconsiderablie 3 but its power ol] Ving % 1OCK 


creat, and so also is its power of macnetising iron. 


“Compared with common electricity, it has a power ot al- 


. ; : 3 
fecting the multiplier, which under ordinary circumstances, 
. . _— ° ° . ™ . . 7 ; 
‘ommon elect Ity does not exhibit; its chemical! eflect ire 
. . . ' 

more distinct; its power ol magnetising 1ron,” and givil a 

* There is tl difference when two Spirais ar¢ sed, one connected 
with the inside of a Leyden jar, and the other with the outside ; eeal 
in each, simila placed, acquires Opposite | rities, the 1 ole ir 
one being where the south pole 1s 1n the other whilst i ce 
of the torpedo they accord, so that a line of needles, passing from on 


side of the electrical organ to the other, would exhibit a success 


similar poles 
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shock appear very similar; its power of passing through air 
is infinitely less; as is also its power of producing heat. 

“There are other points of difference; I allude chiefly to the 
results obtained in the experiments already described, 
which the metalic communication was interrupted by a strong 
solution of salt. In this instance the full power of the fish 
appeared to pass; water was decomposed, a shock was receiv- 
ed, needles were magnetised, and the multiplier was affected. 
When the same experiment was made on the electrcity ex- 
cited by the small voltaic combination of a single plate of 
copper and zinc, each less than an inch in length, and half an 
inch in breadth, immersed in an acid, neither water was de- 
composed, nor was the multiplier affected. When it was 
made on the electricity of the electrical machine, by means 
of a Leyden jar, all the effects were oo ssed, excepting the 
motion of the multiplier, and the order succession of poles 
in the needles manta tised in the ner ig poe are these dit- 
ferences to be explained? Do the y admit of explanation simi- 
lar to that advanced by Mr. Cave ndish, in his ‘theory of the 
torpedo, and which has recently been ably advocated by Mr. 
Farady? or are they more in accordance with the idea which 
my brother was di sposed to adopt, that the electricity of the 
torpedo and of = other electrical fishes is peculiar,—a power 
sut generis’ or, lastly, ms ly We suppose, according to the an- 
alogy of the ri ur ray, that it is not a ial power, but a 
combination of powe a 

“The first opinion, which is commonly received, is supported 
by the majority of facts detailed in the preceding pages. Th 
circumstance principally hostile to it, at least in appearance, 
is the interruption of the torpedinal electricity by the small- 
est quantity of air, and its want of the power of attraction 


and repulsion in the air. 

“These peculiarities are seemingly in favour of the second 
opinion, that the electricity of the torpedo is specific and pecu- 
liar. But till the epposite surfaces of the electrical organs 
can be perfectly insulated, so that no easier mode of commu- 


nication is aflorded than through air, they can hardly be con- 
sidered of much weight.* 
“The third opinion may be indulged in as an hypothesis; as 


1 guide to research it may not be useless. It applies, how- 


* In the experiments in which I atte mpte d to insulate the surfaces, by 
means of oil, the probability is, thet I failed, and that a communication 
ontinued, if not by the outer surface of the skin, at least by its inner; 
indeed, the attempts to insulate these organs, in the manner desired, 
seems to be almost hopeless. 


6 . 
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ever, almost as much to other varieties of electricity as to that 
of the torpedo; all of which, it is possible, may be com pound- 
ed, or owe their various etlects to the union of several pow- 
ers, or ethereal fluids, and their peculiarities compared one 
with another, to the predominance in various degrees of these 
fluids. What is known of the solar ray is not unfavourable 
to such an opinion; and the history of physical science, in 
relation to elementary ponderable matter, may give rather 

encouragement to the notion. 

‘As regards the mode of production, or the cause of the 
electricity of the torpedo, it is unavoidably enveloped in great 
mystery. Like animal heat, and the light emitted by certain 
animals, and I may add, the secretions of animals generally, 
it appears to be the result of living action; and connected 
with a peculiar and unusually complicated organization. All 
the attempts have been vain, which I have made, directed to 
obtain electrical excitement in the fish, after it had been de- 
prived of life. 

‘The observations whieh [ have detailed relating to its ana- 
tomical structure, show a complicated adaptation of parts— 


nerves of unusual magnitude ramifying between apparently 
d with a bad conducting fluid; 
muscles surrounding these columns, and fitted to compress 
them; and a system of mucous glands and tubes adjoining, 
well adapted te be the medium of electrical communication 


insensible columns, saturate 


in the surfaces to which they belong. 

“When we consider this structure, it is an easy matter to 
trace rude analogies between it and the pile of Volta, or be- 
tween its columns, ‘rose a battery of Leyden jars, such a bat- 
tery as was forme Mr. Cavendish, for imitating the elec- 


tricity of the torpe lo, ¢ omposed of a large number of jars of 
very thin glass feebly charged. But these analogies seem to 
help very iittie, if ata |, towards the solution of the great dith- 
culty: the question remains unanswered, what is the cause or 


source of the « tricity? Here analogy fails entirely ; non 
of the ordinary modes of excitement appear to be at all con- 
cerned—neither friction, nor chemical action, or change of 
temperature, or change of form. Let us consider for a mo- 
ment a small torpedo in an active state. The smallest which 


I have employed in my experiments weighed only 410 grains 


and contai: 18S grains of solid matter; its electrical 


organs weighed onl) 150 grains, and contained only 14 grains 
of solid matter, ‘to this they were reduced by thorough 
drying. Yet this peo mass of matter gave sharp shocks, 
converted needies into magnets, affected distinctly the multi- 
plier , and acted as a chemical agent, effecting the decomposi- 


i 


tion of eter, do . A priort, how incenceivable that these 
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effects could be so produced! This fish was about ten days 
in my possession, during the whole of which time it ate noth- 
ing,and its bulk was hardly sensibly altered; and every day 
it exercised its electrical powers, and to the last they appeared 
almost as energetic as when it was fresh from the sea. This 
adds, if possible, to the difficulty of explanation. ‘That this 
mysterious function is intimately connected with the nerves, 
and in a manner more striking than all ordinary secretions, is 
manifest. Beyond this conclusion, all is darkness. We have 
not, as we have in the doctrine of animal heat, advanced 
another step—we have not been able to connect it with 
changes in the electrical organs, as analogous to known sour- 
ces of electricity, as the changes which take place in the lungs 
in respiration are to the known sources of heat or combustion. 
The attainment of this step is a great desideratum, and be- 
yond it, probably, we shall never be abie to proceed. 

“ Without reverting to the conjectures, which in passing I 
have offered on the subs« rviency of the electri ity of the tor- 
pedo in an auxiliary manner to digestion, respiration, and the 
secretion of mucus, | may remark that its chief use appears 
to be for purposes of defence—to guard it from its enemies, 
rather than to enable it, according to vulgar opinion, to de- 
stroy its prey, and provide itself with food. Small smelts, 
which were kept in the same vessel with torpedos, appeared 
to have no dread of them, and I believe they fed on their mu- 
cus. And,in an experiment in which, in a confined space, an 
active torpedo was excited to give shocks, a smelt which was 
with it was evidently alarmed, and once or twice exposed to 
the shock, leapt nearly out of the vessel; but was not injured 
by the electricity. In confirmation, I may add that the elec- 
tric power of the young fish, which most requires it for its 
protection, is, as already observed, proportionally very much 
greater than that of the old, and can be excited without ex- 
austion and loss of life much more frequently. Altera very 
few shocks, most of the old fish which I have had have become 


languid, and have died in a few hours; whilst young ones 


from three to six inches long have remained active during ten 
or filteen days, and have never failed to shew the etlects I have 
described.” 

Such are the amount and character of the analysis which 
we find it expedient give, at present, of our author’s paper 
respecting the torpedo. That the subject is not only curious 
in itself, but highly interesting to all the votaries of physical 


science, especially to that portion of them who are earnest 
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inquirers into the laws and habitudes of living matter, will not 
be denied. And should any one ask, whether it is also prac- 
tically useful? we would promptly and positively reply in the 
affirmative—provided it be correctly and thoroughly under- 
stood. With whatever point in nature it may be connected, 
every truth, when fully known, is more or less practically use- 
ful, because it increases in some way the power and efficiency 
of those who possess it—conditioned that it be suitably and 
judiciously applied. This is as true, as that every dollar a 
man possesses makes a part of his wealth, and fits him, if pro- 
perly employed, to act to better and more useful effect. This 
is but another version of the oft-quoted Baconian maxim 
that “knowledge is power.” 

The article before us is a paperon comparative anatomy 
and physiology. And the usefulness and importance of that 
study are now universally felt and acknowledged, by every 
physician who is worthy of his profession. So true is this, 
that, without some acquaintance with the anatomy and phys- 
iology of the inferior animals, the knowledge of human anat- 
omy and physiology is necessarily defective. Were this posi- 
tion doubtful, it might be illustrated and confirmed by instan- 
ces innumerable. 

In the organization of living matter, the nervous tissue, inclu- 
ding the brain and spinal cord, are at once the leading and com- 
manding element. Were other considerations therefore want- 
ing, the mere fact, that our author’s paper tends to shed 
light on some of the functions and uses of that tissue, testifies 
to itsimportance. In examining that paper then, we have 
been contributing to the diffusion of practical knowledge. In 
future numbers of the Journal, we sha!l probably give analy- 
ses of some of the Doctor’s other papers, especially of one on 
the “blood,” and of another on “animal heat”—both of which 


we think productions of interest and merit. C. C. 








Selections from American and Porcign Fournals. 


On Creosote as a remedy for Deafness. By O. H. Parr- 
riper, M. D.—F rom numerous observations that I have made 
in hospital and private practice, | believe that four cases out 
of five of deafness are caused either from local debility, pro- 
ducing what is generally called “nervous deatness,” or from a 
want of action in the ceruminous glands, or in consequence of 
the external passage becoming obstructed from wax, mucus, 
or some foreign substance getting into the ear. 

I lay no claims to originality, in the course of 


have been in the practice of pursuing, but will merely state 


+ 


treatment | 


facts as they have come under my notice, with the wish, if 


others have not prescribed the same course of treatment, that 
they will give it a fair trial. A large number of cases of mor- 
bid hearing, and some of long standing, have come under my 


observation within the last three or four years, and when they 
were produced by the above mentioned causes, I have gen- 
erally been successful in curing, or greatly relieving the pa- 
tients. My directions are as follows: to have the meatus au- 
ditorius thoroughly cleansed, I cause to be dro} pe d into the 
ear night and morning for five or six days, a lew drops of 
olive oil or the oil of almonds, and injecting with a very small 
syringe, once a day, a solution of the best castile soap in warm 
water, with a little eau de colonge, in the proportions of six 
parts of the solution, to one of the col one. When on exam- 
ination I find the ear perfectly clean, 1 then commence with 
the creosote, which, | think, will act more speedily and eflica- 
ciously by stimulating and producing a healthy action in the 
parts diseased, than any application [ have ever yet seen used. 
| commence with the following formula: 

K.—Creosote, 3 ss. 

Ol. Amygdala, 4iv. 

M. ‘ 

I am particular to obtain a camel’s hair Lrush, of good size, 
with long hair, so that the mixture may be well applied, being 
particular to introduce it far into the ear. After a few day 
[ usually increase the quantity of creosote as occasion may re 


Ds 
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quire, often using it as strong as one part of creosote to three 





of the oil of almonds. In pursuing this course, I have never 
found it produce any unplea 

sensation of warmth. The duration of treatment, of course, 
varies according to circumstances, from three weeks to three ) 
months. While using the creosote, | syringe into the ears, 


sant symptoms, but an agreeable 


every other day, the solution of soap and cologne; and, in 
the majority of cases use derivations behind the ears ; also, 
occasionally, some general directions are necessary. 

Looking over my note book, I find a number of interesting 


cases, but I will mentio 1 only two or three. About a year 
ago, Mrs. E., of New York, aged about 45 years, on a visit to 
this city, informed me that about six years previous, she found 


her hearing gradually failing—knew of no assignable cause. 


When I saw her, it was with creat difficulty I could make her 
hear, although I spoke very loud, and she used a trumpet. 
Yet she told me, that when riding over the pavements ina 
carriage, she could hear as well as any one. This being a 
case of ‘‘paracusis perverse,” and of ‘rare occurrence, I im- 


mediately became interested. accordingly invited the lady 


to ride with me, and soon found that when we were travel- 
ling very quick, and the carri making much noise, her hear- 
ing was vé ‘y acute ; indeed she could hear better than | 
could. As the lady had submitted to various modes of treat- 
ment, without any good resulting, | thought it to be a fair 
chance to try the creosote, and I was pleased, in a short time, 


to find it had given tone to the debilitated organs, and im- 


proved the hearing rapidly, so that in four months she could 


hear as well as before the attack. 

Last Aj ril I was calle | to see Mrs. iH. of Ni Vi HH imMy ire, 
who had come to this City or me ical a lvice. | learne d irom 
her that about ten years previous she had been attacked with 
a disease of the spine, and as she convalesced, her hearing 


gradually failed, so that at the time I saw her, she used an ear 
trumpet, and then could o y hear when I spoke in a very 
loud tone. I examined the case, and found the deafness was 
in consequence ol a want of action in the cerumino inds. 


J immediately commenced the treatment before mentioned, and 


in about thre > Wee ks, Ol) Ca in to see he rone morning, she 
met me, “with joy sparkling in her eves,” and informed me 
that she had that morning heard the ticking of her watch, the 
first time for six years: in six weeks she attended church and 


could perfectly understand the clergyman, without the ear 
trumpet, which was to her a source of infinite satisfaction, as 
she was a remarkably pious lady. 

A gentleman, teacher in one of the public sc 


1 
| 


100ls, has, 
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under my directions, been using the creosote for a few weeks, 
and has quite recovered his hearing: he was about relinquish- 
Ing his school, when he ap] ns ‘d to me, in conse juence of his 
deafness, which had been getting worse for the last three or 
four years. 

I might mention many more cases but these I think suffi- 
cient. It is of course not expected that the creosote will be of 
any benefit in those cases where there is mal-formation, or 
total obliteration of the Eustachian tube ; but these cases are 
of rare occurrence, compared with those I have mentioned. 

Medical Examiner. May 20, 1840. 


Abernethy as a I, rrer.—The lecture-room was the grand 
heatre upon which Mr. Abernethy displayed; there, indeed, 
he * shone eccentric like a comet’s blaze !” and there he would 


indulge his disposition and propensities to an extent which 
occasioned the | juently to regard it as an exhibition, 
and call it an * Ab iethy at Home,’ liis mode of entering 
the lecture-room was often irresistibly droll—his hands buried 
deep in h reec ckets, his body bent slouchingly for- 
ward, blowing or \ tling, his eyes twinkling beneath their 
arches, and ; lower jaw cesar considerably beneath the 
upper. ‘Then he wo t himself into a chair, swing one 


of his legs over an arm “of i e oak commence his lecture in the 
most oufre manner. ‘The abruptness, however, never failed 
to command silence, and rivet attention. 

‘“¢The Count was wounded in the arm—the bullet had sunk 
into the flesh—it was, however, extracted—and he is now in 
a fair way of recovery.’ That will do very well for a novel, 
but it won’t do tor us Gentlemen: for ‘Sir Ralph Aber- 
eromby received a ball in the thick part of his thigh, and it 
buried itself deep: and it got among important parts, and it 
couldn’t be felt; but the surgeons, nothing daunted, groped, 


and groped, and groped,————and Sir Ralph died.’ ” 


Abernethy at the last.—His eccentricity continued during 
his existence, and towards the last he is reported to have jok- 
ed upon the cedematous state of his legs produced by the dis- 
turbance of the circulation and his difficulty of breathing. 
Some one in juired of him how he was to which he rep lied, 
“ Why, [ am better on my legs than ever: you see how much 
stouter they are?” His hobby retained ral possession also to 
the end of his life. He attributed his disease to the stomach. 
He said, “it is all stomach; we use our stomach ill when we 


are young, and it uses us ill when we are old.” But it is not 
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little singular, that he ex xpressly enjoined that no examina. 
tion of his body should take place !—Medico-Chirurgical R: 


w7euw. 


State of the Fac ulty and of Physic in Alciers.—Physic 
would seem to be at a low ebb in Algiers. The doctors cer- 
tainly are so. The following extract from an extract in th 
Me hon al Gazette will exhibit the state of things in that coun- 


‘Dr. Bohn first introduced vaccination, and practised it in 
the fan ily of the dep sed Dey himself, who, however, did not 
ive him a princely fee ; and, generally speaking, people ar 
here unwilling to give aught to phy sician or apothecary. 

As to the native physicians, the Dey had a kind of pro- 
tomedicus, who d cided medico-legal questions, and created 
other physicians for a few piasters, without being exactly able 
to read or write. Ifa man was able to shave well, if he could 

ompound a plaster, and cure a hurt, he bought the privilege, 
and prescribed at his own pleasure the whole contents of any 

’ the six Moorish apothecaries’ shops; bark with or without 
theriaca at ail times; and in all fevers, opium, sarsaparilla, 
‘alomel, pimento, atiasiien, and opodeldoch. Ismael Ben 
Mehmed enjoyed the greatest share of public confidence ; he 
save Dr. Schonberg an extract from the Arabic work of 
Ben Huesina, who lived 700 years ago, and a catalogue of his 
own drugs. His shop, the largest in the town, contained 70 
jars, 30 bottles, 20 boxes and several drawers. He obtained 
medicines from abroad, prepare d others himself, and possesses 
i still and retort. He is afraid of mercury against syphilis, 
- thinks he can do without it. 

mael Ben Mehmed is acquainted with remittent and in- 
ermittent fevers, oe ~~ ir varieties. His surgical ap] aratus 
‘onsisted of a common case of dressing instruments.” 


Medic o-( ‘hirurgical Re viel 
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Veratrine, Detpuine AND AconiTINe, in Neuralgia, Rheuma- 
tism, and other diseases. By Samus. A. Carrwricut, M. D., of 


Natchez. 


Dr. Cartwriecnt, during his late visit to this . related to us 
some striking cases of cure by the external application of these new 
> a: 
and most active remedies. At our request, hoe furnished us wit the 
following communication, W h we hope will lead some of our read- 
ers to make a trial of rticles, and report to us the results of their 
experience. Dr. Cartwr t ha een acute rheumatism, n uralg i 
and tooth-ache effectually and promptiy relieved by friction with the 
t ¢ t ‘ ail ia a od . 
ointments ; ana aithnoucn ) 8s not profess to have used them exten- 
} tr ] } ‘ } 
sively 1n his own pract , bls experience strengthens the good « pin- 
ion he formed of them whi vitnessing their action in the hospit us 


of London and Paris. rs 


Dear Str:—lIt is near bed-time, and I| leave the city in the morn- 


ing in quest of health. | have not time to write an essay, but as 
you took so deep an intorest in the cases which I mentioned to 


} I ll I it you 
] 

that | had seen treated successfully with certain alkaloids, | herewith 

leave with vou a few extracts from my note-book, con pile | from clin 


ical observations made in Europe. As | have nothing original to offer in 
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regard to the use of the new medicines, I think it better to copy my 
European notes than to enter into any details of my own experience 
that expericnce, as far as it goes, is favorable. 

1 will, therefore, copy the various formulas in which I have seen 
these new medicines, in the various hospitals of London and Paris 
secondly, enumerate the principal diseases in which they have bee: 
used with more or less success; and thirdly, the manner of using 
them. Although | write in great haste, you may rely on the cor- 
rectness of the formulas, as | had plenty of leisure while abroad, and 


was very particular, deliberate and careful in taking my notes 





I 
(1.) Veratria Ointment. ( Veratrum Sabadilla.) 
kK Veratria 48s. 
Ol. Oliv. 4 
Adip. ppt. |. M. fiat ung 
Ver ria Embrocation | 
vy / 
as v eratria » ] 
Ne) | ( \I 
J ria Piils 
R. Veratria or. 


Extract Hyosciam. 


Dp 


Pulv. glycyrrhiz. aa grs. xij. m. ft. Pil. Xij. Dose, one pill every 


ree urs, 
Delphinia Ointment. Delphinium Staphysagria. 
kK. Del phinia Ss 
Adip. ppt M. ft. ung 


Aconitine Embrocation. 


Fe. Aconitina grs. Vii}. 
Sp. rect. <ij. I 


Aconitine Pills. 











Veratrine, Delphine, &c. 475 


After the same formula as the veratria and delphinia pills, 

The tincture of aconite is made by macerating one pound of 
soarsely powdered aconite root in two pounds of alcohol, seven days, 
and filtering. 


The delphinia is made by evaporating to a thin extract a satura- 


ra 
Us) 


ted tincture of the seed of the stavesacre, (Delphinium Staphysagri 
and treating it with water acidulated with sulphuric acid, filtering the 
solution, and precipitating it by ammonia—froeing the precipitate 
f'» ‘ atime ‘Tes . ne it up by aleehol and nani reduc or + 

rom its water Dy taking it up by alcehol, and again reducing it to 
an extract. Then dissolve the extract by acidulated water, and add 


] 


nitric acid while a prec 


te falls. The liquid freed from this pre- 
cipitate, ammonia is added, and the powder thrown down and dricd. 


if 1s WHL1LC. 


The extract of aconite is made by evaporating the tincture to an 
extract. The aconite pills ai made after the same formula as th 
aconitine pills, using twice the quantity of the alcoholic aconite ex- 
tract in lieu of the aconitine. ‘Twelve aconitine pills contain one 
erain ef aconitine; and twely aconite pills ¢ mtain two grains oj 


the extract of aconite. ‘lhe dose of the former is one twelfth of a 
crain and of the latter, one-sixth of a grain. 

The extract of sabadilla is made by evaporating the tincture of the 
seeds of the veratrum sabadilla, tothe consistence of an extract. The 
sabadilla pills are made after the formula of the veratria pills, using. 
however, two grains of the alcoholic extract of sabadilla, in place of 
one grain of veratria. 

The tincture of stavesacre is made after the same manner as the 
tincture of sabadilla, using the powdered seed of the stavesacre, for 
Lnose of the s ibadi la. 

The ioduretted veratrine ointment is made by substituting half a 

rachm of the hydriedate of potash for the olive oil, in the prepara- 
tion of the voratria ointment. 

2. The discases in which some one or more of the foregoing pre- 
parations have been found more or less useful, are tic douloureux 
rheumatism, acute and chronic, croup, angina pectoris, gout, dropsy, 


“nt 


spasms of the stomach, tooth-ache, scrofulous swellings, capsular . 
aracts, iritis, internal opthalmia, amaurosis, and hypertrophy of the 
membranes in general, and a variety of indurations, thickenings and 
swellings. 

3. Manner of using the remedies.—The hand is to be kept moist 


with any one of the ointments, and rubbed briskly, and with some 
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little force, over the affected part for ten or fifteen minutes, or more 


There is no fear, savs Mr. Turnbull, of London, of using the friction 
too long. THe assured us that when used beyond a certain point, the 

ectro-slin Ll } | “ame us pportabic. [his stimulation, he con- 
tended, must be f induced before the sanative effect of the remedy 


can be expected. What he calls electro-stimulation, is 2 sense of 





i iat 
ones “ tha narta anhi bad a ey ee my 
wicking and 1 ss in the parts subjected to the friction. Ihe 
I 
¢ { . To + } L-ir 4 Pr "1 
ointn tS ¢ or irritate the skin. Ch Vv are ap lo ner- 
two or 1 l a aay, t in violent cases they ; sed of- 
tencr—say, hours, until the electro-stimulation is fully 
il then to be ¢ dually ¢ ont | 
" on ~- neaad nrett } f 
l Ol ons LT us a prety miu ! l Lin 
I omtm ; ihe internal use oft cine 
‘ n O tion: but when the elect tion 
cal | their external use, t re ad- 
? » nT » t if ne { . 
V i mana il poys lans—one, 10 mpie, 
every thi , 
t tio ove mentioned, havo nearly the sam 
‘ | na tin nyt vs 
( ° . na onitine ont roca- 
ti iat , to induce, in t place, 
t n 1, to | ) » 3 t } ° 
\ ° . . . « *& nN t ’ Hui 
tion. > t cted by one, when they would be by 
a1 Dp ration after being contu 1 for so 
I : i | 
] s? 
t ‘ 3 t ( , and hen recourse sli had 
» mu I nt is rubbed over the throat—in 
I ‘ y . 
On be B lo v’s hospital, in a ot ti 
( yur ‘ ( yf onitine, five grains, rubbed with 
T] | vf 1 } 
i | { . Ri | ‘ \ y Sl! q n i ills 
( or twice a day, for six 3. It 
pro t for twelve or eighteen he . The 
I 
P 7 Mr. M fon, of Southampton- , London, 
: y is said t Ce 
+ 1} + ; ; 
i ) 7 ntment 1s rubbed over t ead. 
| tin t ian L sponge is ust n appiy- 
in I ( l q nes al very cost- 
ted, or improperly | ) 1. When 
, i 
iil t ‘ tly produce a degree of numb- 
. 
ness, al 0 on tl surface to which t ' ap- 
plied. ‘Their tion to stered surfaces, and to t mucous 
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»mbranes had been ventured on, but groat caution is necessary in 


this mode, as the experience with thom thus applied, is not sufficient 
When I was in London, Dr. Turnbull was preparing a work o 
the above remedies. ae OE A 


Louisville, June 16, 1840. 


MEDICAL GRADUATES IN THE UNITED STATES IN 1840. 


University of Pennsylvania 163; Transylvania University 60; 
Jefferson Medical College 57; Medical Institute of Louisville 39 
Washington University of Baltimore 19; University of Maryland 
14; Medical Depart it of Pennsylvania College 25; Medical Col 

( ‘ 1 ( 1D 

It has 1 remarked truly, that the proportion of Students 
Medicine to the population o the United States, is greater than ex- 

ts in any other country. The pepulation of Prussia is thirteen 


‘lions. and in 1835 the number of native students there was 699 


In France, t ume year, With a population of thirty-three millions 


there were 2, 672 St nts ot Medicine, many of whom were for- 
igners. ‘The number in attendance upon all the Medical Schools 

in the United States, | nter. we have elsewhere stated at about 
9450. With than half the pop ilation »f France, we have an 
aln of 1 ( ts of Medicine, and the fact, we sup- 


pose, may thus be accounted for. Ist. The nature of our political 





stitutions favors the multiplication of professional men. Every 
man who i ble ¢ ites his sons, and all offices are open alike t 
ll classes of citizens. ‘The professions of law and medicine are 
the chief r s to distinction, and being free to all are crowded by 

indidates. 2d. The amount of disease in the United States is 
proportionably greater n in any of the countries of Ex . This 
fact, we presume, is well established, and explains the necessity for 
1 more numerous med! corps. 3d. The sparseness of our popu- 
Jation greatly increases the labor of physicians, and makes a larger 
number necessary. After all, probably more engage in the profes- 


\ 


sion than find it profitable, and hence it is that so large a number, 


ifter attending one course of lectures, and more after taking their 


degrees, abandon it for other pursuits. Y. 


‘ 
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CASE OF FORCIBLE REMOVAL OF THE UTERUS AND ITS APPENDAGES, Af- 


TER THE EXPULSION OF THE FCTUs. 


We are indebted to Dr. Drane, of this city, for the following par- 
ticulars of this most extraordinary case. A woman residing in Old- 
ham county, in this State, was attended by a midwife in her fourth 
or fifth confinement. Shortly after the birth of the child, the mi 


, 1 


wife applied herself to the task of removing the placenta, and seiz- 


ing hold of the os tincw, which was taken for the placenta, she ap 
plied such extractive force as to lacerate the vaginal and ligamen 
tous attachments of the uterus, and bring away the entire org 

with the remnants of its ligaments, the Fallopian tubes and ovaria 


Very little hemorrhage followed this rude operation, but the patien 
being alarmingly prostrated by the violence she ha flered, D 
Ballard, of Westport, was summoned to her assistance. When the 
Dr. arrived and inquired concerning the deliver was informe 


by the midwife that the patient was cleared, and his attention w 





directed to a vessel containing the supposed after-birth, as evidence 
| 


that she had performed her whole duty. He was surprised an 


alarmed for the safety of his patient to find on examination that it 

was the ute ind its appendages, which were deposited in the ves- 

sel.and on making a section of the uterus, the placenta was foun 
| 


Dr. Drane did not see the patient nor is he informed as to th 
histor of ti case after the accident; he oniy knows that, without 
any very ! consequences, the woman recover‘ d pertec th ; that 
she is at this time alive and in good health, and has borne no chil- 
dren since her mutilation. He had more than one opportuni 
examining t parts, preserved by Dr. Ballar l and, pe rn | . still in 
his possession, he assures us unequivocally that they comprise 
the ute containing the placenta, the tubes, ovaria, and portions 
of the uterine ligaments. We have such confidence in his good 
faith and competency to decide on such questions, that ocular de 
monstration could not make us more certain of the fret. 


This case, as far as our recollection serves us, is unique in the 
annals of obstetric medicine. ‘There are well authenticated instan- 
ces of inversion of the uterus following delivery , wherein the organ 
has been ignorantly torn away, or has been lost by inflammation 
and sloughing. In the Medico-Chirurgical Review, vol. xxiv. p. 


482, a case vi this kind is recorded, which had been considered ot 
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sufficient interest to be published in pamphlet form by Mr. Cooke. 
As this able periodical may not be in the hands of all our readers. 
w this case may have been overlooked by them, we shall make no 
ipology for extracting the following summary of it, premising th 

single remark, that as the placenta was naturally and promp 
velled and the inversion took place twenty-four hours after dé livery ; 
apparently in consequence of the woman’s rising to urinate, and as 


: : . ‘ . . , . le 
when the midwife was summoned, although only a few hours had 


elapsed, the uterus was detached and removed merely by her lifting 

it gently with her hands, it is difficult to account for its separation, 

inless we suppose that the patient herself had inadvertently at- 
I ’ ed tot 2 


“At4a.m. of the 22d of May, 1835,a midwife of Coventry 





sent for toa woman in labour. On her arrival, she found the 
yan, Who had a y been in labour 48 hours, n her knee 
ind insisting upon ivered in that | ls ne the ¢ 
n of her country (I nd.) 
* With di tv she induc her to lie upon the bed, in « 
er, by an examination of the parts, to ascertain how far the labou 
1d advanced. = | mn thi eing done, the Os ‘Tince was found 
lated to it th i7 f half-a-crown; the child’s hea presenting 
usual. Every t vent on well, and the woman was delivered 
seven 0° } evening of a livi chi he placenta 
owed wh ina rter of an h , bei pain. 
$e No na i \ ever ensued tt " 
P e ( l wa t during 1 
' et } nthe midwife visi ic next morn- 
ur, s ’ verv satisfactory state N ed, did 
she feel, that 1 vithstanding the strict injuncti ol e midwitf 
the contrary, she partook plentifully of animal { , Immediate 
fter her departure. At 4 a.m. of the 24th the midwife was aguin 
hasthiv summon ° She ascertained the foll wine parti ilars:— 
t the worman had risen during the night, and h vone into an 


ljoining room to make water; that whilst there she had, by her 
' 


' | 1 : ‘i 
screams alarm erh ance. Who calied in me Ol ti neignoours, 


and upon entering the apartment, they found the woman seated on 
stool, before the fire, with a vessel of warm water in front of her, 
nd a large substance, which they compared to a child’s head and 
n k, iving between he thighs, supported by her nan Is. They 


en sent for the midwife, believing it to be a case of twins, and 
ng greatly alarmed at the quantity of blood she had lost, the 
norrhage having been profuse. She was now lying on the bed, 

ile from the loss blood, which had been excessive. On examina- 
m, the midwife discovered a hard substance, lying on the bed, 
osely connected to the vagina by a shred of membrane only. This 
substance she immediately recognized as the Uterus, and lifting it 
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gently removed it without difficulty or effort, and placed it in a 


wooden bowl. ‘The hemorrhage then ceased, and the midwife, after 
a short delay, lett the house, taking the uterus to our author’s fath- 
er. He found that it really was an uterus inverted. The only 
part absent was, the left ovary. Mr. Cooke, sentor, visited the wo- 





man at 11 a. m. and found her completely exhausted from the ha- 
morrhage, (whi h by this time had ceased;) she was extremely rest- 
less and agitat , constantly throwing her arms about; pulse scarce 
ly perceptible. Upon enquiry he found s i sé me ne 
shortly after the loss of the ute: , as i ) 1 () the 
following mornin (Saturday.) Ile was also informed that her bow- 
els had not been relieved for a period of at least 9 days before de- 
livery, except a mass of hardened fecal matter which wa charg- 
ed, with the last pain in the la r. The w 1 did not much 
complain of % nsation like be l : substan 
lying in the v ina. She did not ) I 1 | 1 pain 
neither was ere nh dist bon \ ,n here 
then or at rin 1 | ( or t ing 
amountin to than a I { en A " 
ever, Wa il ( l \ t e \ no 
protr iol } t en 
urgent syn » Mr. C. deter ed 1 ) r anv risk i- 

fing » « mwuo0Nn [I Vi ] ietuc 
ind the hort vi } ~ t 

“int il ! n j ) o | i ent ] ( he 
irine free t nl I ( no fuvoura- 
pie s§ n i {no ! ! it Ss el er } n 
) ‘ t i if ‘ I i 
iCal . 

This ca l esting to th hvsi t ll as tot Ct. 
coucneur, I 1 as 1t presente la iking | stration of the ¢ 
sympathy h 3; between the uterusand mammae, whi ht 
have been > We doubt 1 yin Dr. B I ( e. 

We are I ed that “previ to her con . 1 ikw 
secreted In ¢ ( quantit but 1 i ely I 
the Uter 1 retion, together with t of tl 
arrested. Not tanding this, and in spite of the 
which were made to her on the s ect, she persis 
the child to the breast, which in ed considerable 
ne of the 1 mamma, attended withas xd ae ot tebri excite 
ment. ‘These symptoms subsided upon the exciting cause being 
removed. When her health had been in some degree re-establish- 
ed, she again gave the child the breast, and persevered in doting so 


during several weeks, until finding that she had no milk she finally 
193 


} 
aesisted. 


It is furthermore interesting, because it shows that notwithstand- 











Case of Artificial Anus—Permanent cure of Hernia. 481 


ing the preservation of one ovary, all sexual desires and feelings 
were entirely wanting, although sexual intercourse has repeatedly 
been had with her husband, no mechanical obstruction whatever ex- 
isting. ‘This is contrary to what obtains with the other sex, for 
ridgelings, it is well known, retain their sexual propensities. 


H. M. 


Dr. Joun Crark, of Morgan co., Ohio, has sent us the notes of a 
easo of strangulated inguinal hernia, terminating in sphace lus and 
the formation of an artificial anus, which was promptly and effectu- 
ally cured by using the forceps of Dupuytren. The patient, a fe- 


» ae 1 


male 50 years old, obstinately rosisted the proposal to operate for the 


strangulation, and fin v submitted to ono still more distressing, for 
the depth and inflamed state of the walls of the great excavation al- 
most rendered the proper application of the forceps impracticable 
ii St ‘ Ol A ti 4 I A al Od lel Ab i til I *} vi “AVI . 


One resort to them proved to be sufficient. Their application was 
productive of : .io of deep nervous prostration, which was relieved 
by stimulants. The Doetor informs us, that before the operation, 
alimentary matter, y alia fecal matter, distinct from each other 


flowed, at dierent aimes, throu i rt: icial aperture. D. 


A pis ;UISHED member of the iverfucky bar, when 47 years of 

. 2 l l s Df hernia ol the rrent side, tor which 

} r — | ] mo {rer the 
he was under the i ty ol wonring a truss. J ae | n the 

a ‘ 
ol the tur r.% 1 the vi ’ wed to descend, th aper- 
tu was large. When 57 old he was overturned in a stag 
, Te 
con nd pper end ot | ‘ h bone was fractured. The 


diagnosis of his medi ttendag@s, Wi “f-secure of the neck of the 
bone,”? but whether of t part. om ent, in reference 
to its effect onthe hernia. A t gow! of infemmation followed tho 
injury, and when he had so far reco¥ered as taavalk about, he found 


thai the hernia did not fo did not resume his truss, and 





without any return of the rupture. In 
} ] > . 
short, tho inflammation consequent upon the injury, led toa closure 


of the hernial aperture, D 


ten years have sinc 














182. Treatment of Dysmenorrh©wa—Fevers in Alabama. 


TREATMENT OF DYSMENORRH@A WITH THE PESSARY. 


Our friend, Dr. Mossy, of this city, has been in the habit for 


many years, of treating dysmenorrhea, by the ntroduction, on the 
approach of the catamenial period, of a pessary, carric d high into tho 
vagina. He supposes, that in these cases, the uterus is engorged, and 


at the same time is drawn or pressed down into the pelvis, where it is 


compressed and in s me degree strangulated. He has seen the pain 
| 

nstantly relioved, by pushing up tho organ and sustaining it by 

a pessary. His practice is to administer a cathartic previously to the 


attack. D. 


FEVERS IN ALABAMA IN THE AUTUMN OF 1839. 


In our first number we alluded to the extensive prevalence and 
etal; , > +} ? P a) ‘ + —T TT ee « 
mortality of the fevers of t suth-west, da the past rutumn, and 
solicited from the physicians of t recion unic on the 


subject. We received from Dr. Ja) C. 33 : leflerson, Al- 


abama, a letter from which, alt no 1 publication, 
we make the following extract, presenting hts \ 1s Cé 2 


best mode of treating these fever 
“Since t f 


id under disease, depopulating ¢ awbe, the then seat of govern- 


1c fall of 1822, whenthe whole valley of i Liahama was 


ment, so much fever has not been amon Mobile, our empori- 
um. has again | visited with yi W , of a most n onant 
type, killing, as | have been credibiy informed, at least one-third of 
all that were attacked. At other places, the poison being less con- 


entrated, the cases assumed a bilious congestive character, passing 


readily, under judicious treatment, into the remittent and intermit- 
ri } 


tent forms. The etiology of this stato of things is to be found in the 


peculiar character of the past seasons—the luxuriance of all species 


of vegetation, the heat, and the protracted dro ight. The latter pro- 


bably prevailed to a greater extent in this country, than was ever 
known siace its early settlement, the dust lying in the roads like a 
bed of hot ashes, and rising in clouds almost sufficient to suffocate the 
traveller. ‘The Alabama river, the Coosa, Tallapoosa, and all their 
tributary streams, were considerably lower than they have been known 
within the recollection of the oldest inhabitants. A similar combina- 
tion of circumstances occurred, we are informed by Hustis, in his 
valuable work on the diseases of our State, during the summer and 
fall of 1822. 
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In the managemont of the casez that have occurred under my ob- 
scrvation, tha lancet, emetics, calomel, the warm bath and blisters, 
varied to suit the different stages of the epidemic, have been attend- 
od almost u@iversally with success.” True, I have seen in @cusulta- 


tion, a few @ases where there appeared to be a continua! disposition 


n the system te sink; and some ctiers where tyo pain in the bowels 
was extremely distressing, in which ‘t was > ngly difficult t 
procure proper @vacuations fromthe liver. int hrst of these con. 


ditions, sina pisms av@ blisters to the extremities and « pigastrium, hot 
brandy toddy, @nd « aJomel and quinine combined, in the proporti 

of 10 gers. of the former to 5 grs. of tlic latter, repeated at interva!s of 
two hours, and constingen until three or four doses had been given. 
generally effected the en ls desired. in the latter cases, the lancet. 
the warm bath, ana calomel, conjoined with tart. emet. or ipecac, and 
aided by oil and stimulating eneiias, have more certainly, and inuch 
more safely, in my opinion, e-complished all that could have been 


anticipated from the more active purgatives, particularly such as the 





eroton ol 


, gamboge, scammony, &c. Tho relaxing and powerfully 
remedial effects of the lancet, under such circumstances, can only be 
fully appreciated by those who have wit ssed its beneficial results : 
and although | have got ventured on its employment more than twige 
during the actual chill, still | have repeatedly employed it in cases of 
deep congestion, where the extremities and surface were cool, and the 
yrostration sudden and apparent, and in every instance, so far as | 
now recollect, with goed eticct. So thoroughly am I impressed 


i 


with the importance of the inncet, 


n all febrile affections, that | 
rve been led sometimes almost to conclude, that were it practised 
now, as in the days of Rush, the size of all our purgative remedies 
might be very considerably reducod, and as beneficial results might 
be obtained fror 20 ers. of calomc!, combined with a small propor- 
tion of tartar emetic or ipecac,as from 50 or 100 grs. of the former ar- 
ticle, unaided and uncombinedes@nt that, too, with much less danger 
if doing permanent injury to thesvstem. But whore copious deple- 
tion has been n ‘ted in the forming stages of our fevers, and dan- 
erous and extensive determinations take placo, large doses of calo- 
me! may be employed with safety and advantage. This subject oc- 
‘upied my thoughts at an early period of my professional! career, and 
the above is stated as the result of my experience, in public and pri- 
vate practice for seven or eight years.” aa 


November, 1839. 

































Surgical Anatomy and Operative Surgery. 


SURGICAL ANATOMY AND OPERATIVE SURGERY. 
Proressor Gross is engaged in preparing a work on these sub. 
jects, which will comprise the anatomy of those parts of the body 


which are the chief seats of surgical operations, with an account of 


the most approved methods of performing them; to be illustrated 
with colored engravings and numerous wood cuts. It will be com 


prised in-one volume, octavo, of about six hundred pages, and put to 
press early next spring. 


We are happy to know that the Elements of Pathological Anatomy 


of this gentleman, meet with the approval of the profession wherever 


i 
the work is disseminated. 
We shall vive a short analytical notice of it in an early number of 


the Journal. D. 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL—PROFESSOR GROS 


spected contemporary, in noticing the appointment 


of Dr. Gross io the chair of Surgery in the Medical Institute of Lou- 


44 rl 


isville, indulg s in a remark which shows that the cditor has | 1 pre- 


judiced by aone-sided report of the circumstances which brought about 


the resignation of the late Professor of Surgery. The editor of the Bos. 


ton Medical and Sur 


cal Journal, we are sure, Would not WILiingiy 


be instrumental in propagating a false impression with regard to his 
brethren. We assure him that he has been misled, and that, if h 


will inform himself as to the facts of the case, he will find no cause 


for the offlensive r ction contained in the following notice: 


“Dr. Gross.—\t has been officially announced that Samuel D. Gross. 





M. D., was elected, at a late mecting of the trustees, professor of Sur- 
very in the Louisville Medical Institute, to the chair vacated by t} 

r signati m of Dr. Flint. A personal acquaintanco with Dr. Gre Ss, 
together with an intimate knowledge of his writings, constrain us to 
say that the Louisy School has been exceedingly fortunate in se- 
suring this gent! n’s sevices, May he never be assailed by the 
spirit of envy, or brow-beaten by those who suppose that tal nts ofa 


} iar or , “r\1) a al | +. ry’ l 
high order are dangerous to the weal of th s cifted. Fhrough 


16 pages of | it work on Pathological Anatomy, now circula- 
ting through the land, those who are curious to know the claims « 

Dr. Gross to the confidence of those who control the destiny of the 
Louisville Institute, will find ample evidence of his fitness for the sta 


tion to which he has been unanimously called.” Te 
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Medical Graduates 1m United Niates. aT3 


ranes had been ventured pn, but groat caution is necessary 


rt ae 


mode, as the experience W ith them thus applied, is not suthe 


le us to form rules, 
: F T . ! ] ¢ wan eel y 
When J was in London, Dr. lurnbull was preparin 
she ghove remodics. 


Louisrille, June 16, 1810. 


MEDICAL GRADUATES 1N THE UNITED STATES IN IS40, 


University of Pennsvivamia 163; Transylvania University 60, 
Jefferson Medical College 57; Medical lnstitute of Louisville 30 
Washington University of Baltimore 19; University of Maryland 
i: Medical Department of Pennsylvania College 25; Medical ¢ 


leve of South Carolina 62, 


It has been remarked truly, that the proportion of Student 
Yedicine to the populat nm of the United States, 1s erreater tha 
stein any other country. ‘Phe population of Prussia is thirteen 
millions, and in 1N35 the number of native students there was G0). 
la France, the same year, with a population of thirty-three millions 
mere were 2, 672 Students otf Medicine, many of whom were for 
amers. The number m attendance upon all the Medical Schoo! 
wa the United States, last winter, we have elsewhere stated at about 
2450. With less than half the population of France, we have an 
aval number of native Students of Medicine, and the facet. we sup 
mse, may thus be accounted for, Ist. The nature of our political 
ututions favors the multiplication of professional men. Every 
min who is able educates his sons, and all oflices are open alike to 
lelasses of citizens. The professions of law and medicine are 
he chief roads to distinction, and bemeg tree to all are erowded by 
mudidates. 2d. The amount of disease in the United States 3 
rnortionably greater than in any of the countries of Europe. Thi 
uci, We presume, is Well established, and explains the necessity tor 
hore numerous medical corps. 3d. The sparseness of our popu 
ion greatly increases the labor of physicians, and makes a larger 
moer necessary. After all, probably more engage in the profe 
ee than find it profitable, and hence it is that so large a number, 
er attending one course of lectures, and more alter taking their 
wrees, abaudon it fer other pursuits. 


m 


4 




























478 Case of Forcible Removal of the Uterys, 


CASE OF FORCIBLE REMOVAL OF THE UTERUS AND ITs APPENDAcrs 
“ SNDAGES, yp. 
TER THE EXPULSION OF THE Ferrs, 


We are indebted to Dr. Drane, of this city, for the fullowinn x. 


ticulars of this most extraordinary case. A woman residips ing 
ham county, in this State, was attended by a midwife in her for 
or fifth continement. Shortly after the birth of the child te 


I hia, ¢ 


wife applied herself to the task of remo ing the pl cer 
ing hold of the os tincw, which was taken for the placenta, ¢ 
plied such extractive force as to lacerate the vaginal and livance. 
tous attacliments of the uterus, and bring away the entire 
with the remnants of its ligaments, the Fallopian tubes ani 
Very little hemorrhage fuilowed this rude operation, but th 

being alarmingly prostrated by the violence she had 


ad Suilered, ie 
stan 


Ballard, of Westport, was summoned to her assistance. \\ 


» 4 


land inquired concerning the delivery, he was 








by the mulwilfe that the patient was cleared, and his attentions 
direeted to a vessel containing the supposed atier- 
that she had performed her whole duty. Ife was surprs 
alarmed ter the safetv of his patient to tind on examination 


as the uterus and its appendages, which were deposite 


seleand on making a section of the uterus, the placenta was 


Dir. Drane did not s fhe patient nor is he informed as 
ot th ease alt r t! accident; he on kn Sl 
! Sct consequences, the Woman reco el 
she is ct this time alive and in wood heaith, and has borne 
n since her mutilation. He had more than one opportuni 
mining the parts, preserved by Dr. Ballard and, perh 
his possession, and he assures us unequivocally that they com 
the uterus, containing the placenta, the tubes, ovaria, and pone 


of the uterine ligaments. We have such confidence In it ¢ 


’ 


faith and competency to decide on such questions, that o 
monstration could not make us more certain of the fact. 
This case,as far as our recollection serves us, 1s UNI 
annals of obstetric medicine. There are well authenticatt 
ces of inversion of the uterus following delivery, wherei tee 
has been ignorantly torn away, or has becn lost by wetamat 
and sloughing. In the Medico-Chirurgical Review, vo.) 


e- ° _ 5 Rae . 
482, a case of this kind ts recorded, whieh had nc 


Case of Forcible Removal of the Uterus. 479 


«ficient interest to be published in pamphlet form by Mr. Cooke. 
Ast this able periodical may not be in the hands of all our readers. 
+ this case may have been overlooked by them, we shall make no 
apology for extracting the fi vilowing summary of it, premising th: 
angie remark, that as the placenta was naturally and promptly ex- 
nelled and the inversion took place twenty-four hours after delivery, 
apn varently in consequence of the woman’s rising to urinate, and as 
when the midwite was summoned, although ouly a few hours had 
elapsed, the uterus was detached and removed mercly by her liftir 
, rently with her hands, it is difficult to account for its separation 
i we suppose that the patient herself had inadvertently 


} 


ted to tear itaway. 


ram 


“Atdaom. of the 22d of May, 1835, a 
was sent tur toa woman in labo: ir. On her arrival! »f 


ventr 


enna thas 
woman, Who had alrea'ty been in labour 4S hours, uy her kneg 
} 


ind insisting upon being de iivered in that p lug tie cus- 
tom of her country (Lreland.) 

“Wit h some oa ‘ culty she induced her to lie 1 pon the hed 
der, by an exami tion of the p i r 


, in or 
m this bein ne, the 
t 


about 


the size of half-a-crown: the child 


asusua!l. Every thing went on we 


sand t] 
at seven o'clock the same evening of a Livi: 
tullowed whole in a quarter of an hour 


placeuta 
,» being expelled y a pain. 

*No hemorrhage whatever ensued at the time, although a con- 
lerable quantity of blood was lost 
uns were ne, and when the m 
ed ina very satirf 

she feel, that notwithstanding the strict inj ions ef the mid 
the contrary, she partook plentifuily of aninial fo 
ter her departure. At 4a. o. of the 2 tth the midwife was agin 
hasti!y stunmoned., She as 


during the nicht. The atier- 
g eXt mort 


t 


od, immediate 


scertained the following particulars: 
tat the woman had risen during the night, and had wone into an 
joining room to make water; that whiist there she hed, by her 
reams alarmed her husband, w my called in some of the neighbours. 
aad upon entering the apartment, thi y 


v found the woman seated « 
2 stool, before the fire, with a vessel of warm water in 1 
iid a large substance, which they compared to a ¢ 
neck, lying between her thighs, supp! oe 1 by her 
et sent for the midwife, belies ing it to be a case of twins, and 
ang ‘reatly alarmed at the quantity of blood she hid Jost, th 
wutrhaze having been profuse. 
rule 


ii 
ront of her, 
hila’s head and 


hands. They 


She was now lying on the be 


ye item the loss blood, which had rons mn excessive. On examina- 
on, the midwife 


cise overed a b rd subst: Ce, lving on the bed, 
Vv connec 


ted to the v: agina by a shred of membrane only. This 
ince she immediately recognized as the Uterus, and lifting it 






















































is) Case of Forcible Removal of the Uterus 


gently removed it without difficulty or effort, and placed j 
wooden bowl. ‘The hemorrhage then ceased, and the midwic re 
a short delay, left the house, taking the uterus to our OI 
er. He found that it really was an uterus inverted, The a 
part absent was, the left ovary. Mr. Cooke, senior, visited rf. 
man at 11 a. m. and found her completely exhausted from the he 
morrhage, (which by this time had ceased;) she was extremely pe 
less and agitated, constantly throwing her arms about; pulse ite 
ly perceptible. Upon enquiry he found she had passed poe os 
shortly after the loss of the uterus, as also between 9 and 10 ie 
following morning (Saturday.) He was also informed that her ton. 
els had uot been relieved for a period of at least 9 days beture ja 
livery, except a mass of hardened fivcal matter which was dischas. 
ed, with the last pain in the labour. The woman did pot much 
complain of any sensation like bearing down, nor of any substans 
lying in the vagina. She did not appear to suffer much from paw: 
neither was there rouch distention of the Abdomen, nor was they 
then or at any time during the progress of the case any thigg 
amvunting to more than a slight degree of tenderness, which, bow 
ever, Was hardly noticed except upon pressure. As there was w 
protrusion of the pelvic or abdominal viscera, and as there were» 
urgent symptoms, Mr. C. determined not to incur any risk by ins 
tuting an examination per vaginam. [le merely enjoined quietue 
and the horizontal posture, with a light farinaceous diet. 

‘In the afternoon the pulse rose to 140. The patient passed ber 
urine freely during the night, and next day presented no unfavou 
ble symptoms. In short, no nmmterial symptoms ensued, and ste 
perfectly recovered without any surgical, and scarcely any medica 
treatment.” 


This case is interesting to the physiologist as well as to thew 
coucheur, inasmuch as it presented a striking il!ustration of the cle 
sympathy which exists between the uterus and mammae, whichmyt 
have been observed, we doubt not, in Dr. Ballard’s case. 


We are informed that “previous to her confinement, milk wat 
secreted in considerable quantity, but immediately after the los @ 
the Uterus this secretion, together with that of the Lochia 
arrested. Notwithstanding this, and in spite of the remonstrané 
which were made to her on the subject, she persisted in applying 
the child to the breast, which induced considerable pain ad batt 
ness of the right mamma, attended with a good deal of febrile exci 
ment. ‘hese symptoms subsided upon the exciting cause being 
removed. When her health had been in some degree re-estalis 
ed, she again gave the child the breast, and persevered in domng ’ 
during several weeks, until finding that she had no milk she nual 
desisted.” 


It is furthermore interesting, because it shows that notwithstsot 
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Cav of Artificial Anus—Permanent cure of Hernia. 451 


ing the preservation of one ovary, all sexual desires and feelings 
were entirely wanting, although sexual intercourse has repeatedly 
been had with her husband, no mechanical obstruction whatever ex- 
This is contrary to what obtains with the other sex, for 


isting. 
ridgelings, it is well known, retain their sexual propensities. 


if. M. 








CASE OF ARTIFICIAL ANUS CURED. 


Dg. Jorn Crank, of Morgan co., Ohio, has sent us the notes of a 
age of strangulated inguinal hernia, terminating in sphacclus and 
the formation of an artificial anus, which was promptly and effectu- 
ally cured by using the foreeps of Dupuytren. ‘The patient, a fe- 
male 50 years old, obstinately resisted the proposal to operate for the 
srngulation, and finally submitted to one still moro distressing, for 
the depth and inflamed state of the walls of the great excavation al- 
met rendered the proper application of the forceps impracticable. 
One resort to them proved to be sufficient. ‘licir application was 


f productive of a state of deep nervous prostration, which was relieved 
. / 


by stimulants. ‘The Doctor informs us, that before the operation, 
alimentary matter, bilo and fivecal matter, distinct from each other 
fowed, at difforent times, through this artificial aperture. ». 


PERMANENT CURE OF HERNIA FROM FRACTURE OF THE UPPER 
TREMITY OF THE THIGH BONE. 


A pistiINctisHED member of the Kentucky bar, when 47 years of 
ag, became affected with scrotal hornia of tho right side, for which 
te was under the necessity of woaring a truss. Judging from the 
szeof the tumor, when tho viscera were allowed to descend, the aper- 
ur was large. When 57 years old he was overturned in a stage 
‘ach, and the upper end of his right thigh bone was fractured. The 
diagnosis of his medical attendants, was “fracture of the neck of the 
tone,” but whether of that part or not, is of no moment, in reference 
‘0 its effect on the hernia. <A great deal of inflammation fol lowed tho 
quury, and when he had so far recovered as to walk about, he found 
taat the hernia did not re-appoar. Ho did not resume his truss, and 
“n years have since elapsed, without any return of tho rupture. In 
Sort, the inflammation consequent upon the injury, led to a closure 
¢ hernia] aperture, 1), 











{82 Treatment of Dysmenorrhaa—Fevers in A] 


aba ma, 


TREATMENT OF DYSMENORRH(GA WITH THE PESSaRy 
- “401. 


Ovr friend, Dr. Mossy, of this city, has been in the hahit § 


many yoars, of treating dysmenorrhaa, by the introduction, on sig 
“pproach of the catamenial period, of a pessary,carried high into te 
vagina. He supposes, that in these cases, tho uterus tpientnenelie 

at the same time ix drawn or pressed down into the pelvis, wher “ 
compressed and in some degree stranculated. Te bis seen the hk 

instantly relieved, by pushing up tho organ and ust; ining 

a pessary. Ilis practice is to administer a cathartic Previously to th 


attack. f) 


FEVERS IN ALABAMA IN THE AUTUMN OF 18939, 


IN our first number we alluded to the extensive prevalence any 
mortality of the fevers of the south-west, during the past autumn, ani 
solicited from the physicians of that region communications on; 
subject. We received from Dr. James C, Hannis, of Jefferson, 4) 
abama, a lotter from which, although not intended for publicatia, 
we mako the following extract, presenting his views of the cause a 
best mode of treating these fevers: 

“Since the fall of 1822, whenthe whole valley of the Alabama ws 
Jaid under discase, depopulating Cahawba, tho then seat of gover 
ment, so much fever has not been amongst us. Mobile, our empr- 


um, has again been visited with vellow fever, of a most maligu 





type, killing, as I have been ercdibly informed, at least one-third 
all that were attacked. At other places, the poison being les 

contrated, the cases assumed a bilious congestive character, passiiz 
readily, under judicious treatment, into tho remittent and inter 
tent forms. The wtiology of this state of things is to be found in te 
peculiar character of the past sersons—the luxuriance of all species 
of vegetation, the heat, and the protracted drought. The latter pe 
bably prevailed to a greater extent in this country, than was ev? 


known since its early settlement, the dust lying in the roads uke? 
. 


bed of hot ashes, and rising in clouds almost sutticient to suffocate 
traveller. The Alabama river, tho Coosa, ‘T'allapoos, and all wet 
tributary stroams, were considerably lower than they have been know 
within the recollection of the oldest inhabitants. A similar combat 
tion of circumstances occurred, we are informed by Hustis, 0% 
valuable work on the diseases of our State, during the summer 
fall of 1822. 








Fevers in Alabama tn the autumn of 1839. 


¢ management of the cases that have occurred under my ob- 
ih . 


ovation, the lancet. metics, calomel, the warm bath and blisters, 
= aj to suit the different stages of the epidemic, have been attend- 
, imost universally w! ith success. ‘True, I have seen in consulta- 
afew cases where there appeared to bo a continual disposition 


Wu 


system to s! ink; and some others where the pain in the bowels 


4 the s 


as extremely distressing, in which it was exceedingly difficult to 
was 


re proper evacut itions from tho liver. In the first of these con- 


ce sinapisins and blisters to the extremities and epigastrium, hot 
sandy toddy, and cal lomel and quinine combined, in the proportion 

{10 grs. of the former to 5 grs. of the latter, repeated at intervals of 
hours, and continued unti] three or four doses had been given, 
eyerally effected the ends desired. In the latter cases, the lancct, 
se warm bath, and calomel, conjoined with tart. emet. or ipecac, and 
vided by oil and stimulating enemas, have more certainly, and much 
more safely, in my opinion, accomplished all that could have been 
anticipated from the more active purgatives, particularly such as the 
ton oil, gamboge, scammony, &c. ‘The relaxing and powerfullv 
rmedial effects of the lancet, under such circumstances, can only be 
iully appreciated by those who have witnessed its beneficial results ; 
and although | have not ventured on its employment more than twice 


ma Wis juring the actual chill, still | have repeatedly employed it in cases of 
rOverts deep congestion, where the extremities and surface were cool, and the 


pvstration sudden and apparent, and in every instance, so far as | 
now recollect, with good effect. So thoroughly am I impressed 
with the importance of the lancet, in all febrile affections, that I 
ave been led sometimes almost to conclude, that were it practised 
aw, as in the days of Rush, the size of all our purgative remedies 
might be very considerably reduced, and as beneficial results might 
w obtained from 20 ers. of calomel, combined with a small propor- 
‘ion of tartar emctic or ipecac, as from 50 or 100 grs. of the former ar- 
uele, unaided and uncombined—and that, too, with much less danger 
doing permanent injury to the system. But whore copious deple- 
won has been neglected in tho forming stages of our fevers, and dan- 
serous and extensive determinations take place, large doses of calo- 
nel may be employed with safety and advantage. — This subject oc- 
cupied my thoughts at an early period of my nae carcer, and 
ue above is stated as the result of my geen, in public and pri- 
‘ate practice for seven or cight years.” Y. 
November, 1839, 




































Surgical Anatomy and Operative Surgery 
= 


GER RY. 


SURGICAL ANATOMY AND OPERATIVE svg 


Proressor Gross is engaged in preparing a work a 
; s RW ys Hoe be Nese sub, 
jects, which will comprise the anatomy of thoso parts of the 


which are tho chief seats of surgical operations, with an acy a 
the most approved methods of performing the mn; to be ili 
with colored engravings and numerous wood cuts, |t will le sei 
prised in one volume, octavo, of about six hundred pag 
press carly next spring. 

We are happy to know that the Elements of Pathological Anajons 
of this gentleman, mect with the approval of the profession where: k 
the work is disseminated. 


ges, and pul j 


We shall give a short analytical notice of it in an carly number 


the Journal. D. 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL—=PROFESSOR GROss, 


Over able and respected contemporary, in noticing the appoiutnen 
of Dr. Gross to the chair of Surgery in the Medical Institute of Lo. 
isville, indulges in a remark which shows that the editor has been pits 
judiced by aono-sided report of the circumstances which broughtaba 
the resignation of the late Professor of Surgery. ‘The editor of the Bas 
ton Medical and Surgical Journal, we are sure, would not willigs 
be instrumental in propagating a false impression with regard to lis 
brethren. We assure him that he has been misled, and that, if be 
will,inform himsclf as to the facts of the case, he will find no cau 
for she offensive reflection contained in the following notice: 

Dr. Gross.—lt has been ofiicially announced that Samuel 1), Gros, 
M. D., was elected, at a late meeting of the trustees, prote ssor of Sur 
gery in the Louisville Medical Institute, to the chair vacated by th 

resignation of Dr. Flint. A personal acquaintance with Dr. Gros. 
together w ith an intimate knowledeo of his writings, constrain ts? 
say that the Louisville Schoel has been exceedingly fortunate In & 

suring this gentleman's sevices, May he never be assailed by t 
spirit ‘of env y, or brow-beaten by those wo si uppose that talents o ’ 
high order are dangerous to the weal of those less ‘ifted. Througa 
the pages of his groat work on Pathological Anatomy, now circuit 
ting through the land, those who are curious to know the claims o! 
Dr. Gross to the contidence of those who control the destiny of the 
Louisville Institute, will find ample evidence of his fitness for the s* 
tion to which he has been unanimously called.” Y. 
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Indiana, 


Kentucks 


Lennessee. 


? 


> 





Prop Nine 
cept 


Js Athon, M. p 
Dr. John A. Co) im 


fnumas HH. Vane 


G. R. Wharton, 
De. 3. Y. Grittn. 
Drs. Crum; & doug 
P. if. Mitchell, M.D. 
Drs. Dickson &R 
Drs. Revers & Jui 
Dr. Joun R. M 
Win. KX. Bowling, Yi 
William K. Bowling dL 
Dr. A. P. Hay. 


W. Dorsey, M.D 
Drs. Walker &! 
l) 


Daniel Drake, M.D. 


Thomas H. Vane 
W. B. Goodhew, 4 Y 


Jolin Ii. Cuvke, M. [ 








Vames. 


\\ ura JoHNSON, 


‘yapues H. JENNINGS, 


LLaM P, JONES, 
Joun L. 


JAYNE, 


PHAR 


iy E, Lamp, 


rs O. Lewis, 


UC, JOHNSTON, 


Residence. 


Kentucky. 
Georgia, 

Kentucky, 
Kentucky, 


[Jinois, 


Alabama, 
Illinois, 
Alabama, 
Alabama, 
Indiana, 
Kentucky, 
Kentucky, 


Mis ssippl, 


Al: baima, 
Kentucky, 
Missouri, 
Mississippi, 


Tennessee, 


VyR.S. Moaray, M. D. Kentucky. 


ry S. Mines, 


tama E. Murruy, 


ras C. Mercer, 


pM. Murpock, 


es G. McMecu an 


Eu J. McGavi 


Joes H. McFarztanp, 


P, Morcan, 


sA, Maxwect, Jr. 


suey M. Mixon, 

ES. McCrain, 
lives L. Mazar, 
Wat A. Mozats, 

rLe P. Massie, 
roux McFarranp, 


cua L. McArrs, 


Kentucky, 
Alabama, 
Kentucky, 
Tennessce, 
Indiana, 
Kentucky, 
‘Tennessee, 
Indiana, 
Mississippi. 
Mississippi, 
Tennesseo, 
Tennessco 
‘Tennessee, 
Missouri, 


‘Vennessce. 


Kentucky. 


Preceptors 


W. L. Chamblin, M. D. 
Dr. ‘T. Q. Walker. 
Dr. William B. Johnston 


Practitioner. 


J. A. Morrison, M. D. 
J.C. Bennett, M.D. 
Thoinas Watkins, M 
Drs. ineller 

ID. HH. Maxw 

Dr. A. D. hh 

Dr, A.D). Keith 


J. M. Quia, M. D. 
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William A. Sykes, M.D 
Drs. Jolin & William Lone 
Dr. J. M. Wood. 

Drs. Crump & Young. 

A. Jackson, M. D. 


William Dodd, M. 1. 

J. McDonald, M. D. 
Lewis Rogers, M. D). 

J. W. Richardson, M. J). 
Willian R. Winton, M. D. 
Drs. Eckles & Swain. 

L. N. M. Cooke, M. 1). 
Danie] Morgan, M. D. 


Dr. R. Owen. 
Dr. A. H. King. 
Dr. J. G@. Barksdale. 
Dr. A. G. Henderson. 
Practitioner. 
LB. W. Avent, M. I). 
1 


William H. Stockwell, M.! 














Names. Residence. 


Amzt Martin, Kentucky, 
James Morrison, M. D. Illinois. 
ANDREW Moore, 
AcrreD MILLIKIN, M. D. 


Alabama, 


labama. 


3ENJAMIN F. Newsum, Alabama, 
Rosert S. Newron, Ohio, 

Wituram C. Morriss, Virginia, 
JosepH F. NicHots, Kentucky, 
Asram B. Owen, Kentucky, 
Tuomas C. Osporn, Tennessee, 
Witriram Powe Lt, Mississippi, 
Kentucky, 
Ropertvs C. Priuitrs, Kentucky, 


CLAIBOURNE PIRTLE, 
Ricnarp W. Petrway, Mississippi, 


Francis A. Rice, Tennessee, 
Wituram H. Ricw, 


Tuomas L. Rives, 


Kentucky, 
Tennessee, 
Jorpan W. Ricnarpson, Tennessee, 
Francis S. Reap, Jr. Kentucky, 
Samvet B. Rosson, Tennessee, 
Davin C. Ross, 


ISBENEZER RONDEAU, 


Alabama, 
[}linois, 
BensAMIN F. Russett, 
Atrrep J. Reep, 


Kentucky. 


Mississippi, 


Joun J. Speen, M. D., Kentucky. 
WILLIAM Simmons, Alabama, 
Joun D. Sate, Alabama, 
GRANVILLE P. Smitu, ‘Tennessee, 
James W. STARNES, ‘l'cnnessee, 
NorsorNne |).Spotswoop,|llinois, 


Kentucky. 


Essex P. Spurrier. 


Preceptors, 


Louisville Marin Hos 


W. W.- Stewart, M. 1), 


W. H. Newsum, ¥. [). 
C. L. V. Bureau, \. | 
Dr. J. R. Creal, 


Dr. J. F. Fletcher. 


Drs. Ta vior & Berr; 
Dr. \ illiam T. Est 


J. M. Towns, M. D. 
Lewis Rogers, M. 1) 
Dr. W. Stewart. 


Hl. Broadnax, M. D. 


Thomas R. Jennings. \.! 
Dr. Newton Lane. 
Drs. Maytield & 0B: 
Dr. S. Richardson. 
Drs. Campbell & Alcon 
Practitioner. 

Drs. Dunklin & Laver 
William Sim, M. D. 

Ii. C. Drane, M. D. 

S. Feamster. M. D. 


L. P. Yandell. M. D. 
Drs. C. & T. L. Calcw 
Robert Martin, M. D. 
1. Richardson, M. D. 
Wm. A.W Spotswood. 


Vames: Residence. 
Louisiana, 
+S, STROTHER, Kentucky, 
yratn F. SMITH, ‘Tennessee, 
R, SrvBBLEFIELD, ‘l’ennessec, 
Kentucky, 
Alabama, 


gp G, STOCKTON, 
SBY S RUGGS, 
-y Syoperass, Mississippi, 
iS. Sr. Cuatr, Kentucky. 
Kentucky. 


\ 

Tomas J. SALE, 

lgy TRUMAN, Ohio, 
\-rezp L. TOWLES, 

ligy G. TUTTLE, 

isepy A. TRIMBLE, 
gy W. TUNNELL, 


Virginia, 
Missouri, 
Alabama, 
Indiana, 

ia hl ry 
s14H TIRRELL, Tennessee, 
\xzop W. Toompson, ‘Tennessee, 


uass S, Unperwoop, Indiana, 


i \. Waxertecp, M. D. Kentucky. 
fre. F, Witsox, Kentucky, 
janes J. Warts, Missouri, 
T Kentucky, 
Kentucky, 
Kentucky, 
Ohio, 


4s A. WEBSTER, 
Assan WALLING, 
Acrzep M. Wyarr, 
vetits WaALKE, 
EW. Wuire, Tennessee, 
\zacer D. Witson, | 
xR, Waruixs, 


‘Tennessee, 
, ‘Tennessee, 
Liv! J, Woops, 

tory H. Warts, 
TrstattQ. Wanker, 
Boy N Woop, | 
Wit 8, C. Wuire, 


Illinois. 
Alabama, 
Kentucky, 
North Carolina, 
Kentucky, 
Kentucky, 
“aNnRIGE B, Wyatt, Alabama, 


“=\C, Warrock, 


Preceptars 


Dr. Stein. 

Burr Harrison, M. D. 
John R. Moore, M. D. 
Drs. Hili & White. 

J. W. Hall, M. D. 

Dr. W. H. Coleman. 
Drs. Jackson & Crump. 


Practitioner, 

Landon C. Rives, M. D. 
Dr. N. Kouns. 

F,. H. Anderson, M. D. 
Dr. H. L. Ross. 

Drs. Maytield & Obrien. 
J. W. Richardson, M. D. 


Dr. Walker. 


L. M. Hospital. 

Dr. William B. Watts. 

Dr. Robert Hodgin. 

Dr. T. L. MeNary. 

P. B. MeGoodwin, M. D. 
David Wills, M. D. 
Thomas R. Jennings, M. D. 
A. D. Cutler, M. D. 

Drs. Watkins & Wilson. 


John Dillard, M. D. 

Dr. Charles Hays. 

L. Wood, M. D. 

Drs. Taylor & White. 
John A, isteelo, M. D. ‘ 
Drs. Jones & Rivers. 


























j) 
Residence 


Joun B. Watt, Kentucky. VY. Rar 
Jy IES K. W inson, Mississit nhl \ iV son VM 


Rovert 8S. WenpeL, Tennessec, Prot. \ \f 


In addition to the above catalogue, two practitioners, one “ 
tuckyv and the other from Indiana. were 


cing vbie to attend the Lectures only a short time their ne 


een omitted. 


1. From Kentucky, ; 


2. * Tennessee, . 
3 «+ Alabama, 
1. 6 ndiana, . 


5. “ Mississippi. 


6. 6 lilinots, 
7 © Missouri, . . 
8. * Ohio, - - . i 


9. “* Virginia, - - 
10. “6 Louisiana, . ‘ m 
il. “* Georgia, . : ; 


» sé Sy 


a South Carolina, . 
3. * North Carolina, : 
14. «“ District Columbia, - . 


15. * England, . . . 


Y vo | } 
Total. 7 - 


RATIO OF INCREASE. 


Number of the Class, first session, IS37—'S. 
Second session. 1S38—*). - 


Third session, IS39—40 





MEDICAL GRADLATES. 


Ar a public Commencement, held in the Fourth Street Methodist 
Episcopal Church, on ‘Tuesday evening the 10th of March, 1840, the 
lezree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred upon the following gen- 
:emen, who had undergone satisfactory private and public examina- 
:ons, and submitted approved Theses on the subjects annexed to their 

|, Davi J. Avcorn, of Kentucky. ‘Thesis on Cynanche Trachealis. 

? Jomn L. Anmineton, of Indiana; on Delirium Temens. 

3. Cuartes W. Baker, of Missouri; on Intermitting lever. 

1, Leroy K. Brancu, of Mississippi; on Congestive Bilious Fever. 

5. Francis B. E. Brown, of Alabama; on Cynanche Trachealis. 

6. Preston Capsoaw, of Alabama; on the Fever which occurred 
o Elk River, Ala., during the summer and fall of 1839, 

i, Janes H. Cuantton, of Tennessee; on Abnormal [nlargements 
the Uterus. 

S. James M. Cromtey, of Ohio; on Mania a Potu. 

%. Jony. W. Fraser, of ‘Tennessee; on the Physiology and Is 
noogy of the Liver. 

0. Norvin Green, of Kentucky; on Menstruation. 

ll. Wittiam B. Hatt,of East ‘Tennessee; on the Fevers which 
irevailed in some parts of East and Middle Tennessee, during tho vears 
\835~"39, 

2. Samven Haynes, of Kentucky; on Milk-Sickness, as it occurs 
athe counties of Daviess, Ohio and Breckenridge, Ky. 

3. Joan B. HENDERSON, of Mississippi; on Cinchona. 

lf. ALFRED Hurst, of Kentucky; on Inflammation. 


- Zopuar Jayne, of lilinois, on the radical cure of reducible 
eri, 


6. Sawve “ae i ll a a 

7 SAMUEL D. KENNEDY, of Mississippi, on Hysteritis. 

i Pevton M, Kerrn, of Kentucky; on Phlegmasia Dolers. 
= Lagan E, LAIRD, of Mississippi: on (‘ongestive Fever 
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19. James Maxwerr. Jr.. of Mississippi: on 


the Topography; 


Climate of portions of Mississippi, Louisiana, and Arkar 


LUSAs 


Connexion with some of their Diseases. 
20. Ferix McFarvanp, of Tennessee; on Milk Sickness, 
21. Anprew Moeore, of Alabama; On Psoas Atscess, 
22. Wave A. Mornis, of Tennessce: on Congestive Fever 


23. Bensamin F. Newstm™, of Alabama; on Bilious Remitten: 


, 


‘ongestive Fever, as it occurs tn the Tennessee vaiiey, 

24. Ropertus C. Puitiirs, of Kentucky; on the Epidemic F: 
which succeeded the Cholera, in the West of Kentucky, in the yes 
1833~34. . 

25. Wittiam Powe t, of Mississippi; on Oblique Inguinal Hern: 
26. Samver B. Rosson, of Tennessee; on Inflammation. 
27. Davin C. Ross, of Alabama; on Puerperal Peritonitis. 
28. Joun D. Save, of Alabama; On Gastritis. 
29 S. Ceressy Scervacs, of Alabama, on Malaria or Marsh Vis 
mata. 
30. GRANVILLE P. Suitu, of Tennessee; on the Qualifications 
Physician. 
31. Ricuarp G, Stockton, of Kentucky; on Syphiloid Affection. 
32. Hiram B. Stvesierieip, of Tennessee; on Nutrition, 
33. Nimrop W. Txompson, of Tennessee; on Sympathy. 
34. Jonn Trueman, of Ohio; On Lithotrity. 
35. TunstaL. Q. Watker, of Kentucky; on Puerperal Fever. 
36. Epwrn H. Warts, of Alabama; on Bilious Remittent Fever 
37. THomas A. Wesster, of Kentucky; on Puerperal Fever. 
38. Georce W. Wuite, of Tennessee; on the Pulse. 
39. Ezexter F. Witson, of Kentucky; on the Bandage. 
C. W. SHORT, M. D., Deer 








ADDRESS ON COMMENCEMENT DAY 


degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred by the Hon Jouy Rowas, 

, who gave to the Graduates a few words of 
by appointment of the Facurry, proceeded 
As the INsrirerTe was founded 


\fter the D 
Paadent of the Board of Managers 
»npossive exhortation, Prof. Drake, 
- dehvera more extended Docrorate ADDREss. 
a iberally endowed by the people of Lovisvitie, the exordium of this discourse 
a directed to them; and as it shows the progress and prospects of the Iysrirere 
» Facerty have determined to attach it to the Catalogue. 
ene oF Lovisvitte! Our English ancestors indulged themselves 
vearly festival, called Jdarvest-home. You have been invited this 
aa he your Medical Institute—to the third 


ng to “a harvest-home’’ of 


a! return of the husbandmen, to whom in 1°37, you confided the 
vation of the field, which you then enclused and planted. The first 
t vielded 24 ripened sheaves, the second V7, ihe third 39, which are 


oe 


This increase is encouraging, but that of the 


i shock before vou. 
The first session your laborers cultiva- 


antings has been still greater. 
ed “0, the second 120, the third and last 204. 
t is not exactly known, how many students of medicine were in 
attendance the past winter, inal] the schools of the Union, but according 
professor Beck’s statistics, the average, for the seven vears preceding 
t, was 2,300—for the latter three of that term 2,560. We may 


itan increase of 9O for the session now closed, and assume 2,450 as 


e aggregate in attendance last winter. Now a twelfth part of this 
qumber,—of all the students who attended lectures in the United Stxtes 
asi Winter, prosecuted their studies in Louisville, where not one was 
aiueated by lectures three years ago; but those who resided there, went 
ther cities for that purpose. 
What is the number of oar rival schools! [wenty-four:—and if the 
shoe nunber oF pupils, 2,300, liad been divided equally, each would 
ehad but 98. [t appears then, that your institution has had more 
an double her equal siiare--that is 204, instead of Ys. Is it the greater 
{the Institute which has drawn to it twice the number she would 


wd 


¢ had under ou agrarian distribution? Certainly not:—tor of 
niais, butthree were younger tuun herself, while ZL were older. 
What is her relative rank among these competing institutions! The 
uiversity of Pennsylvania, as heretofore, stands first, Transylvania 
weond, the Medical Institute of Louisville third! Yes, citizens ot 
Hsvile, you have founded and endowed a school which, in Jess than 
“are Years, has outstripped 19 older establishments, becoming the third 

wuerica, and would have been the second, if that second had wot, alse, 
rena hentucky school! The two schools of this State have, together, 
the Union:—The 


HY, This, in medical education, the second State ot 
stoi State, with her three schools, has but ZOO more, the Er 
ne, with her four, is much behind, and the Ancient Dominion, w 
‘IS 0 far in the rear, that it would be disrespectiul in her daughter to 
*i'i0n the distance. 
‘ie growth of your Institute is, indeed, without precedent. 
session up to204! Why, it was 20 years before the Unversity 0 
“tama attained to that number: “) before the Fairfield school, in 


Nv > 
ii 


bhi The 
1 
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the State of New York, arrived at it but to fall, in a short 

below; almost as long before the University of Maryland reached i 
then could not maintain the elevation; nine years befor: 
College attained it, since which she has sunk far below: and sever 
before it was reached by Transylvania University. Noyo of », 
schools of the Union ever attained that number—but few of the : 
now increasing, and several are on the decline. — 

To what should this unanticipated and cheering growth be aseribed 
would answer, first, to the geographical position of Louisville, one o 
the most eligible in the United States for this object; second, 
important advantages afforded by her hospital; third, to the enlighteneg 
policy of her citizens, in their eorporate capacity, making the appr ri 
tions necessary to bring her natural advantages into requisition; four 
to the discontinuance of the Medical department of the Cincinnas; 
College. Last year, 15838—’39, the two schools in Cincinnati bad 
students, and Louisville 120—difference nearly 100 in favor of Cineinnas 
this year Louisville has 204, and Cincinnati, by report, (tor no Catalogye 
has been published) about half that number. It will be the { 
Louisville if she do not, for an indefinite time, keep a head of Cincinus 
Neither city, however, should strive to keep the other back, but ec: 
should aim to advance itself in honorable rivalship. 

Can Louisville hope to overtake Lexington, the ancient seat of Westen 
Medical education! In the first session of your school, the ditiore 
between it and Transylvania, was 147 in favor of the latter—in te 
second session it was 91, reduced 56—in the third and last, it was 32, 
recuced 39. Thus nearly two-thirds of the original difference has been 
already sunk. Now, Transylvania has never risen higher than 2*l, a 
her average for the last 15 years is 223. In the last session she was 
above this average, and within 25 of her maximum in 1826, when tu 
was but little competition in the West. Her condition, then, w 
seem to be conservative, while that of your institution 18 pregrésiv 
If this be true, you may hope ere long to see your school the secoud a 
the Union. 

[t must have been under the influence of this hope, that the Institue 
was founded. <A lower expectation could not, ought not to have br g 
vut from the treasury of the city, the noble appropriation on whe r 
rests. Some schools are provincia!,—in their advantages lintec—a 
attractions feeble—in fame local. Such is not the destiny whch, fmm 
the hour of its birth, the auspices have pronounced for the Insti 
Over the ent're West the profession, una voce, have predicted its futur 
eminence. Although bearing its mother’s name, it is not a schoo! Tor la 
city and neighborhood, nor even for the State, from which its corport'e 
powers are derived. Thirteen other States—half the Union—have pris 
become tributary to its growth; und the tongue of prophecy, in Janguiz 
not to be misunderstood, has pronounced that, guided by wisdom a 
impelled with energy, it will rapidly expand into a national Senunsr). © 
which the various branches of a profyund and liberal medical ecucatel 
will be taught as efficiently as in the oldest Universities of Europe. 

Founpers oF THE INstituTE! Inthe midst of this feasting an¢ ex 
tation of the soul, [ see a ‘“thand writing on the wall!” True—it is mt 
mene mene teke/, but if suffered to appear and pass away unheeded, ‘ 
appalling inscription tay at last take its place. [ hope it 1s seen hee 
one—“LET HIM THAT THINKETH HE STANDETH, TANE HEED LEST RE" 
If this be nota sentence of premonition, it is at least a preceys gene 
nifion: a portion of the wisdom which cometh froin above: and 
vet disregarded by sortal man, with mniprnity Von iuay aes 





> fhe los 
the Jeter 








we 
ol) 





















avert disaster and promote the growth of the Institute’ The 
4 sawer is at hand. Regard it as your daughter, and watch over it with 
ofan geese joilance, Which you extend to children when they commence 
a You did not bring it into existence to create offices for 


VELL Veare > around vou. . . ; : 
u . but to benefit the city, the profession and society at large. 


we du t 


nies, 


rselves, then, with its dearest interests, and reso/re that it 


y you 


» nveinto distinction. The influence of an enlightened public opinion 
“con be relied on to keep it in health and vigor. Such an opinion 


Tribe 
ie, . s © In? : ow , 

act with power On Inanagers, professors and pupils, all of Whom, in 

d, to the respective spheres, must do their duty, or it will not enjoy perma- 


t prosperity’. 

impression is, that its growth has been dangerously rapid, 
cealiy within the past year; and that extraordinary eTorts will be 
grvto carry it, in the fourth session, beyond what it was in the 
i. [am happy to know, that the Managers and Faculty are alive to 
atl longer, and bent on doing all that may be in their power to maintain 
atalurue ontinued advancement of the school. On the suggestion of the 
fault uf ver, the former have resolved to purchase the valuable anatomical 
wun of professor Cobb; they have also, determined to expend the 
ue of the fund put at their disposal by the city, in the purchase of 
«and apparatus, and have appointed, as their agent, the learned 








Wester »ssor Who stands before the community as the founder of the school.+ 
differen Tw Faculty, on their part, have founded a Cabinet of Pathological 
in The nwuny, designed to illustrate the various forms of disease; they have 
Was a, avished a monthly journal of Medicine and Surgery, by which they 
has been | make themselves better known throughout the West and South, 
2s, aud nue it will contribute, to carry from Louisci//e, the discoveries and 
1e Was <3 swements of the day, to many remote physicians who might not 
hen tere erwvise become acquainted with them; finally, regarding the Hospital as 
ny Wold ngit arm of the Institute, they have, with the sanction of the 
SESS gor and Council, determined to build, at their own expense, an 
secoud 14 eriting and lecture room, for clinical instruction. 

is, and all that had been previously done by the city, the Mana- 
Institue and the Faculty, is as it should be—nothing superfluous, nothing 
P brought reatatious, nothing, indeed, not indispensable to full and efficient courses 
winch i m, But at last, it is not edifices, and apparatus and hospitals; 


advertisements, nor the boastings of vain-glorious Commencement- 
ues, that build up great schools of medicine: but the men who admin- 
n tem as professors. The students of all the isles of ancient 
mee assembled around Hippocrates; the greatest medical school of 
ne, 160 years ago, was in the little Dutch city of Leyden, because 
vas the residence of Boerhaave—who drew to his lectures even 
tue Great of Russia; afterwards Gottingen, in one of the petty 
“7rd of Germany, was made a centre of attraction by Haller; 
€ Monroe, by the fame of his teachings, collected upon the bleak and 
™a tuck of Edinburg, a large portion of the pupils of every part of 
“sh Empire. In our own country, the genius of Shippen and 





eC. nve imr 1 ; - . 1 : 
“ive unpulse and character to the University of Pennsvlvania, 
nd ne . —_— . ‘ ™ a 
and their distinguished colleagues, still lectured and @emon- 
i pnvate houses; the largest class which Transylvania ever 
ded . ° . . 
: ibled in the bar and ball-rooms of a deserted tavern; and she is 
HEF TShOsttior ¢ ° . . 
yet a lon at the proper time of departure prevented Dr. Caldwe I} frou 


Ne importation will be made ina different mode, by the opening of the 
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now upheld, in her acknowledged respectability. in no suv 


the reputation of one of her protessors. ~ a 
It is mind, then, and not watter, on which the chief reliance ; 
placed. The genius, learning, energy, address and didactic. 
the professors, are the true and universal elements of nso — 
no school can be kept back—iithovi them no sehvo! enn te the 
Of what value are the sinewy warhorse instinct of blood ais ee 
shield and glittering spear, if the rider be ignorant ‘nl dees <n 
not the number and speed oi Lis ships. both insigniticant. the ; . 
Columbus to pass over the Atlantic Ovean-til] then tc * 

shadow of death’ to ali civilized nations—and to plant hore 

the shores of a new, [ would say (not irreverently) sa hoe. 

Without such a commander, that fieet of discovery inieht heve ' 

number and equipment, the ‘snvineible arniada.” ith y t 

Spain invaded Envland, and yet the results have been equa 

Some of the most brilliant discoveries cf modern Chomjcte 

by Dr. Priesties , With j , of ; re re 3 

window sills of lis parlour: and the inyer , 

so badly supplied with means, t he | 

used it for tuelin the prosecution oy lis « 
lritellect is to a school of science hat the Weiple of era 

in the solar systein, an attractive and regulative power ‘hat t 

in spring time, is to the earth i rend strecms Lic] 

adorns with countiess forms « » and beaut Deepiy imnress 


these truths, the professors realize that a precious trust has 
fided to them; and so far trom relaxing. in consequence of ther 2 
success, they feel and admit an absolute necessity for re¢ 
and will aim, by effocts the most untiring, anda devotion the most res 
to promote the continued adveneement of the [Nsvit 





FOURTII SESSION OF THE MEDICAL 





‘The President and Managers of the Medira! Insittute of L 
the satisfaction of announcing to the pubie the continued grow! 
school committed to their wuarciansi >. 

The magniticent edifice, erected by the liberality of the peopl 
ville, and pronounced by inuny medics! travellers one oF tie most 
in the Uaited Siates, is HOW COUNPICTOLY finished and furished 
twenty apartinents, three are lecture rooms, each capacivus en 
4 or 900 pupils. 

Since the last session, the Manners have purchased the valua 


' ¢ ’ 


ical Museum of Pror. Cobb, and edded to it a number of 
speciinens from Europe. A Cabinet of Pathological Anat 
founded. The collection of models. instruments, @jsdrcl a 
in Surgery and Obstetries, is unusualiy extensive and ¢ 
Chemical apparatus has been augmented. since the ‘ast 
arrival of new parchases fron Euro e; and important additions 
been made to the Library from the same source. The Cabinet 
Medica and Medical Botany is one of the most complete? 
country. In short, the Managers do not hesitate ty say that l! 
ineans of instruction have been provided for every department! 
The Louisville Marine Hospital affords to the Professor 


sess 





1d 


thulogical Anatomy and Surgery, the means of ennmehing ther 
sy qumneroUus practical tacts. ‘The students s; end six hours a 
ts wards. , — = 
eat Surgery, vacated by the resignation of Dr. Flint, has been 
the appointment of Dr. 8. D. Gross, late professor in the Medical 
ot of the Cincinnati College. Dr. (rross is widely and advanta- 

sa.writer on Surgery and Pathological Anatomy; is in 


as proved himself an abie and acceptable teacher: 


ice, and |: 
thereture hive full ecntidence, that he will amply satisty the 
who may enro] themselves es pupils of the school. 
“valuable collection of morbid specitens, the basis of his late and 
rk on the Elements of Patholowica! Anaiomu, will enable him 


vate his Jectures in the most anstruchive i huer. 
indidate for the degree of Doetor oi Medicine ust have attained 
21 years, and beot rood moral character, must have been engaged 
“dy of medicine at least two veers; and have attended two tull 

n some respectable medical scnovl, 1 last of whieh in this;— 
aj, however, that four vears’ reputable practice will be received in lieu 


nrst course of lectures. The candidate must, also, pass satistuctory 
and public examinations, and write and submit to the Faculty an 
stable Thesis, on some subject relating to Medicine, in the English, 
or Latin language. 
By order of the Managers. 


JOHN ROW AN, President, he. 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES. 


Vew Cyarter.—The last session of our Legislature gave to the 
tical Institute of Louisville, a new charter, in which the power to confer 


» degree of Doctor of Medicine (previously exercised under a sound 
struction of the law of 1885) was given in express terms. 


PorgssoR OF SurncERY. For the information of distant students, the 
wulty think it proper to extend a little, what the Managers have said of 
e newly appointed Professor of Surgery, Dr. Gross. This gentleman 
ed hiscareer as a public teacher in 1833, when he was invited by 
Eherle trom Pennsylvania to take the office of Demonstrator of Anatomy, 
he Medical ( vliege of Ohio. His accurate know ledge of the science, 
ssall in dissection, and his facility in lecturing, gave him immediate 
tation; and, in 1835, when the Medical Department of the Cincinnati 
ege was instituted he was unanimously appointed professor of General 
ul Pathologica Anatomy, Physiology and Medical Jurisprudence, which 
lair efilled, with distinguished success, til! the departmet was suspended 
mi) 


ss entered on the duties of the nr on, 2s urveon and 


trscan in ISZ8, and has for sume time been in extensive practice; but in 


tof professiona] duties, in the comparative short period ot twelve 
ne has been enabled to prepare for publication the following works: 
‘meh have been widely circulated among the profession. 


TRANSLATIONS. 


1 Manual of General and Pathological Anatomy. From the French 


Tt 


\. J. Bayle & H. Hollard. Philadelphia: 12s 





































2. A Manual af Obstetrics. From the French ot 
adelphia: 182s. 

3. A Treatise on Contagious Typvhus. From the Germa of 
Hildenbrand. New York: Is29. one eS a 

4. Elements of Operative Surgery. From the French of 4 
Philadelphia: 1529. , 


OriGinat Works. 


l. The Anatomy, Physiology and Diseases of the Bons J 
Philadelphia: 1330. ak 
2. Elements of Pathological Anatoiny, in? vols. Boston, 1834 
The last work, although not published till near the end ul 
1839, has already been made a text book ii tour Medical se} 

be said to embrace the Institutes of Surgery. 

In addition to these different works, Prof. Gross is the author»! 
ral papers in the journals of the day, one of which is an orignal i; 
into the signs and morbid appearances, in cases of death trom 
strangulation. 
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MEDICAL INSTITUTE OF LOUISVILLE. 


The Lectures in this institution will commence on the first }! 
in November, and terminate on the tirst of March, when instruct 
be given on the tollowing branches, viz : 


Anatomy, - : : - - : - + by Dr.f 
Institutes of Medicine and Medical Jurisprudence, by Dr. Caw 
Theory and Practice of Medicine, - - + by Dr. f 
Surgery, - - - - - - - - by Dr br 


Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and Children, by Dr. Mur 


Materia Medica and Medical Botany, - - by Dr. 8 
Chemistry and Pharmacy, - . - . by Dr. ¥ 
Clinical Medicine and Pathological Anatomy, - _ by Dr. De 


[he fee for each ticket is $15, in payment of which the paper '! 
and solvent Banks of the States in which the pupils respectivey tv 
will be received at par. The Matriculation fee, which is $, si 
(rraduation fee, which is $20, must be paid in funds equal to the pase 
Kentucky. The Dissecting ticket is $10, which students may ts” 
decline at their option, but on account of the utility of dissectivs. 
the uncommon facilities afforded for their prosecution in this © 
Faculty recommend all pupils to avail themselves of it, at leastcin 
one of their courses. 

Comfortable boarding, including fuel and lights, in respectable fare 
may be procured at frum &3 to 4 per week. 

By order of the Faculty. 

©. W. SHORT, M. D. Ye 
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